
SECONDHAND CHOICE 

Condit ion inside and out testifies to previous owner's care in maintaining the vehicle. 

A N INOEPTH APPRECIATION OF 

1982VOLKSWAGEN 
AUTO-SLEEPER2000cc 
by Nell and Jim McCabe (photos by Jim) 

Nine years' experience of motorcaravanning, first with a Fiat 
Fiesta and more recently a Toyota Rio, had left us with pretty 
firm ideas of what we would be looking for when the time 
came to make another change. Size and shape would once 
again begoverned by the dimensions of o u r g a r a g e f o r w e 
like to keep our van under cover and the door height of seven 
feet three inches dictated another model with elevating roof. In 
this respect, however, we felt that after two variations of 
fabric-sided roofs our next van would have something of a 
more solid nature. The reasons for this were firstly the hope 
that such a design would provide greater warmth and, more 
important, would help eliminate the nuisance which we have 
all too often experienced from the late night murmurings of 
nearby thoughtless tent dwellers. 

Such self-imposed restrictions must, of necessity, greatly 
curtail the range from which our selection could be made and 
after much diligent research in the pages of recent back 
numbers of ' M M M ' , it became obvious that the choice was 
indeed a small one. In the end it came down to a Volkswagen 
conversion and, by a unanimous vote, the verdict came out in 
favour of the Auto-Sleeper. 

Although our intention was to keep our Rio at least until 
after our 1984 summer holiday, we commenced planning for 
its eventual replacement by writing off to Auto-Sleepers 
requesting information. This came by return but unfortunately 
the company did not have a dealer in Northern Ireland where 
their VW conversion could be inspected. Almost immediately, 
however, a local motorcaravan specialist, Tinsley Motors, 
advertised a two-year-old example for sale. This gave us the 
opportunity to have a look although we were aware that the 
model in current production differed from this by having the 
new 'Boxer' water-cooled engine and including a rear 
wardrobe but otherwise the specifications were identical. 

We had never been in an Auto-Sleeper before but our first 
impressions were good. We were, of course, "just look ing" for 
our intention was still to purchase a new model at a later date, 
although this was a particularly fine example, well cared for, 
and with only 12 000 miles on the clock. The asking price of 
£8250 was, at first sight, higher than we might have expected 
to pay for a two-year-old van, even one in good condition and 
with such a relatively low mileage. However, it was obvious 
that this particular Auto-Sleeper had been carefully 
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Table provides comfortable seating for 2 or 3 diners. 4 might f ind it a Rearward view showing full width double bed ready for use. Note tr im 
tight fit. Roof bed above provides space for daytime dumping when around side windows and useful storage cubbyholes over rear 
both sections are pushed to the rear. window. 

maintained and was virtually unmarked both inside and out. 
Further, the log book showed that it had been used only from 
Apri l till October during each of the two years of its existence. 
No winter motoring. At Mr Tins ley's invitation we went for a 
short test run. Before taking up motorcaravanning we had 
owned a succession of VW Beetles and it was somehow ' 
reassuring to hear again the famil iar sound of the air-cooled 
engine behind us. Still, we were not really ready to change our 
Toyota just yet and anyway we were set on having the new 
model with water-cooled 78 BHP engine. Or were we? Two 
things really changed our minds. 

The first was the very fair trade-in offer which Mr Tins ley 
made against our existing van, proving yet again that it pays in 
the long run to keep a vehicle in as good condition as possible. 
The second was the fact that the Auto-Sleeper was blue! For 
reasons best known to themselves, motorcaravan manu
facturers seem determined to finish a high percentage of their 
production in varying shades of white. Standing in the show
room a gleaming white van certainly looks very attractive but 
when those inevitable stone marks and rust patches begin to 
appear they stand out much more prominently against a white 
finish than they do with a darker colour. White too, is difficult 
to keep clean, particularly in town where the soot-infested rain 
soon leaves a white van looking a mess and it is also more 
diff icultto match if touching up should become necessary. We 
speak from experience, our first two vans both having been 
whiie. If this particular Auto-Sleeper had been white we might 
well have hesitated but it was blue so we bought it and drove 
off feeling very pleased with ourselves. Now, six months later 
and with a three-week trip to Switzerland, a week in Yorkshire 
and numerous week-ends nearer home behind us, are we still 
as pleased as we were? The answer most definitely is yes! In 
all but a very few respects is has fulfi l led our expectations 
completely. 

Before leaving for Switzerland we had the VW fully serviced 
and the engine Crypton tuned. A new throttle cable was fitted 
to cure a stiff pedal action and a few spares such as fan belt 
and light bulbs were purchased to take with us. Our trip of just 
under 2500 miles included meandering, motorways and 
mountain passes and the resulting figure of 25.28 mpg was 
creditable enough from a 2 litre engine. At the half-way stage 
the figure had been as high as 26.83 but the return journey 
included rather more 'exploratory' motoring, particularly 
around the Black Forest, and perhaps a little heavier use of the 
right foot on the motorways! Oi l consumption was negligible 
but the performance on hills was found to be disappointing, 
possibly due to top gear being somewhat high and compared 
unfavourably with that of our 1600cc Toyota. The engine 

always started first time, even after stops of nearly a week, and 
easily produced a road speed of 70 mph with plenty in reserve 
when called on to do so. Engine noise, at any rate on the 
inside, was fa r f rom intrusive. 

The combination of al l-round independent suspension and 
radial tyres make for a comfortable ride and the steering is 
pleasantly light, no doubt in part due to the weight of the 
power unit being at the rear. When parked on an incline, 
however, the handbrake is about as effective as a chocolate 
f i reguard unless pulled up with real force, in which event it 
becomes diff icult to release. This could possibly be cured by 
adjustment but, meantime, it is provident to ensure that first 
gear is engaged when parked anywhere that is not absolutely 
level. Cab seats are comfortable and adjustment is excellent, 
giving a range wide enough to suit most drivers' needs. Wheel-
changing, as we found during our first week of ownership due 
to a wayward nail, ismademuch easier thanonmany vans by 
car-type jacking and easy access to the spare wheel which is 
stored in a tray underthe cab. The brakes too, are excellent 
with a progressive action which instils confidence, bringing the 
vehicle to a straight-line stop with no trace of locking up the 
wheels. Surprisingly, a grab handle to assist entry to the cab 
was fitted on the passenger side only, although this was easily 
remedied by purchasing and fitting another on the driver's side 
where blanked-off sockets had been provided. 

The caravan 
In its various marques, the VW Transporter has been a 
favourite base vehicle for motorcaravans for the past twenty 
years but prior to 1980 the available space was just a little 
limited. The introduction of the VT20, however, more or less 
solved this problem, even if the necessity to retain the roof bow 
in elevating roof models is something of a nuisance. In 
practice, however, this has proved to be much less trouble
some than we had anticipated and the padded bow forms a 
most substantial support for the upper bed. 

If there is a sol id-sided roof easier to operate than the Auto-
Sleeper's we would love to see it. Simply undo a catch at the 
front, pull down the rear locking barand a rearward push 
elevates the roof and end panels. The side panels are then 
pushed up and secured by fore and aft bolts and before you 
can say "I 've started so I'll f in ish" the job is completed without 
leaving the van. For ventilation, the side panels can be opened 
slightly or, if required, one may be lowered completely in 
warm weather. Auto-Sleepers, however, do not recommend 
both side panels being left in the fully open position in the 
interests of stability. One word of warning: These insulated 
side panels — which incorporate double-glazed acrylic 
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Roof bed provides space for 2 children or a smallish adult — but 
sitting up suddenly is not recommended. 

To prevent sink top sliding along the chrome bar it is necessary to fit a 
piece of plastic tube (split lengthways) when van is being driven. 
Above fire extinguisher is 12 volt plug and water tank gauge. 

1982VW AUTO-SLEEPER 

Underneath offside wingseat is a ventilated locker holding 2 Camping 
Gaz bottles. A piece of sorbo rubber pushed down between the 
bottles reduces rattles. 

We were surprised by the amount of storage space which 
has been squeezed into the VT20 by Auto-Sleepers' designers. 
Underneath the cooker, immediately opposite the side door is 
a cupboard of generous proportions and fitted with a l ipped 
shelf. There is a space at the rear left-hand corner of this 
cupboard, presumably to facilitate ventilation to the adjoining 
fr idge, where small items such as tins of food might well find 
their way and become temporarily lost. This can easily be 
taken care of, however, by first placing such items inside large 
polythene or cardboard containers. To the left of the side door 
and backing on to the passenger seat is another large 
cupboard intended for use as a wardrobe (later models are 
fitted with a wardrobe in the nears ide rearof the van). Being 
somewhat casual in our attitude to what we wear when on 
holiday, we have never found the necessity to hang the 
anoraks, track suits and sweaters which we normally carry 
with us. This cupboard has, therefore, been fitted with an easily 
removable set of shelves and a storage box to hold jars of 
coffee, tea and drinking chocolate. Bottled drinks are carr ied 
on one of the shelves and restrained by a short length of plastic 
covered curtain wire secured by miniature cup hooks at either 
end. A spare battery can be carried in the bottom to provide 
power for our portable television set, when required. 

Under the rearseat i sa useful storage space which extends 
beneath the two adjoining side seats, although on the off-side 
this is partly occupied by a ventilated compartment holding 
two gas bottles. During the day large items such as sleeping 
bags can be stored over the engine compartment, hidden 
underneath the removable shelf. There is a small recess under 
the rear curve of the roof which extends the width of the van 
and is useful for holding newspapers, magazines, guidebooks, 
boxes of tissues and other such necessary impedimenta. 
Another small space can be found beneath the front passenger 
seat. 

The Auto-Sleeper's 'kitchen' fits neatly along the off-side 
occupying the space between the back of the driving seat and 
the dining area at the rear. Above the two-way Electrolux 
fridge is the sink unit which is uncovered by pulling out and 
swivell ing the rail-mounted cover through 180 degrees until it 
rests on the back of the driver's seat, providing a useful 
worktop. Unfortunately no restraining clip has been fitted to 
hold the sink cover in place when travelling so that it can slide 
back and forwards along the chrome rail when cornering. This 
was easily cured by slitting a suitable length of plastic hose 
lengthways and pushing it on to the rail so that the cover is 
held firm when closed. This fitting may have been improved in 
later models but if not, it should be a simple matter for the 
converters to invent a clip of some sort to do the job. The sink.is 

windows — are quite heavy and if one is a l lowed to drop when 
they are being lowered could give a nasty crack on the head to 
any unsuspecting person standing underneath! The upper bed 
is made up of two padded base panels which, when not in use, 
are carr ied one on top of the other. When required, these are 
slid apart to provide a sleeping area measuring some 5ft x 4ft 
which can accommodate one or two children, provided they 
can perform the necessary acrobatics to get up there! 
Headroom, is, of course, somewhat minimal when this bed is in 
use. 

Seating arrangement is in the shape of a flattened, inverted 
' U ' made up of a forward facing full width seat with single 
seats facing inwards on either side. These provide 
accommodat ion for four diners around the usual pedestal leg 
type table the dimensions of which, however, are more suited 
to a two or three place setting. The table top, when not 
required, is stowed neatly behind the front passenger seat 
where a plastic clip ensures that it is rattle-free. Converting the 
seats to a double bed measuring 6ft x 4ft 9in is a unique Auto-
Sleeper arrangement of the utmost simplicity. After discarding 
the two side seat cushions, the main seat is slid forward and 
the back, which has retaining bolts at either side, laid flat to fill 
the space between this and the rest of the bed which is on top 
of the engine compartment. In practice it is an exercise much 
easier to perform than to describe! 
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Table top fits neatly behind front passenger 
seat when not in use. On right, sink coverhas 
seen swivelled over to rest on back of 
driver's seat to form a worktop. 

View through side door shows storage 
cupboard under cooker, 2-way fridge with 
sink above and wardrobe on left which has 
been converted to provide extra storage space. 

Wardrobe has been converted to hold drinks 
bottles (note curtain wire restraint), coffee 
jars etc. Table leg stows in spring clip (left) 
and spare battery fits in the bottom. 

- - e d with a folding type faucet incorporating a switch for the 
electric pump which is mounted out of sight behind the fridge. 
The wastepipe fitting in the centre of the sink stands fraction
ally higherthan the surrounding metal, thus al lowing a slight 
residue of waterto remain and although this disappears with 
the movement of the vehicle it can be a nuisance when staying 
put for a few days at a time. Water is fed from an eight gal lon 
plastic tank slung externally underneath the Volkswagen's 
body on a wooden platform. This somewhat spoils the 
appearance of the van and, more important, it is not fitted with 
a drain tap so, should the pump fai l , there is no way of getting 
at the water supply. Between trips it can only be drained by 
pumping out through the faucet which is both a nuisance alfid 
an unnecessary drain on the battery and there is no way to 
ensure that the tank has been completely emptied as is the 
case with a low mounted drain tap. Fortunately there is an 
accurate water gauge fitted above the sink, activated and 
illuminated by a pressure switch so, with practice, it is possible 
to take on the approximate quantity of water estimated to 
cover, say, a week-end jaunt. It is, however, advisable to carry 
a plastic container as a standby. Adjacent to the sink is a 
Fellows cooker fitted with the usual two burners and gril l . This 
has a useful simmer setting and is enclosed by a drop-down 
front which makes a useful shelf and a hinged top cover which 
is held by a plastic cl ip when in the open position. 

Other fittings include two fluorescent strip lights, a louvred 
window with removable flyscreens and a 12 volt socket and 
plug. To these we have added a fire extinguisher, radio 
cassette, intruder alarm and kitchen roll holder. 

As has often been stated, van conversions are generally 
something of a compromise between what the designer would 
like to achieve andwhathecandowi th in the l imi ta t ions 
imposed upon him by the shape and dimensions of the base 
vehicle. In this respect, Auto-Sleepers have, in our opinion, 
done a good job, particularly in view of the Volkswagen's 
engine being at the rear. Perhaps a family of four would find 
the avai lab le space just a little restricting, particularly at 
mealtimes and when retiring for the night, but we have 
certainly no complaints on this score. No attempt has been 
made to include the cab area into the living space by, for 
example, fitting swivel seats for driver and passenger. Aga in , 
in our opinion, this is to the good for it would be difficult to 
match the comfort and range of adjustment provided by the 
standard V W seats covered, incidentally, to match the seating 
in the rear. An improvement could be made, however, by the 
provision of head restraints. 

No assessmentof a Volkswagen-based conversion would 
be complete without some mention of the much maligned 
sliding side door to which John Hunt invariably refers in his test 
reports! O u r o w n first experiences in this connection more or 
less confirmed all that we had read for we found itextremely 
difficult to close ours from inside. A few minutes attention with 
an oil spray, however, soon had it closing with the effortless 
efficiency of a post office counter clerk just when you are 
about to buy a stamp. It is, of course, still a somewhat noisy 
operation so for our nocturnal comings and goings we tend to 
use the front passenger-side door if there are other campers 
nearby. 

To sum up, we are more than pleased with this, our third, 
motorcaravan and during the warm summer of 1984 we took 
every opportunity to avai l ourselves of its facility for providing 
us with relaxing week-end trips. We look forward to spending 
many more pleasant holidays in it and, who knows, when the 
time comes to change perhaps it will be replaced by the water-
cooled version which we started out to purchase in the first 
place! 

We like 
Effortless driving and parking 
Easy car-type jacking 
Accessible spare wheel 
Simple roof operation (entirely 
from inside) 
Fly-screened louvred window 
Reliable water gauge 
Nea tand rattle-free table 
storage 
Ample floor space when bed 
has been made up 
Easy conversion of seats to 
double bed 
Efficient insulation 
Swivell ing watertap 
G o o d storage space 
Simmer setting on cooker 
Exter iorcolourscheme (blue) 

We would have liked 
Drain tap in water tank 
Front seat head restraints 
Cl ip to prevent sink top sliding 
when closed 
Patterned carpet to avoid 
showing up marks 
Gr i l le between main 
cupboard and rear of fridge 

Wedislike 
Nothing 
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Your Letters 
Torbay — stay away! 
I write as a resident of Torbay and 
would like you to seethe attached 
cutting from our local newspaper, 
the Herald Express, and perhaps 
bring this to the attention of your 
readers. M y wife is at present 
d i sab led a n d , for this and other 
reasons, we find it necessary to 
use a motorcaravan 7ft 1 in high as 
our fami ly vehicle. N o d o u b t 
readers will wish to bear this tact in 
mind when planning their hol idays 
and consider ing whether to come 
to Torbay or not. 

" L o c a l readers with vans 
compla in that new overhead 
obstructions at To rbay Counci l c a r 
park entrances are stopping them 
getting in. They are not the targets 
but the counci l will be p leaseato 
know its system is work ing. It has 
been introduced to stop tourists 
with caravans from obtaining 
cheap overnight accommodat ion 
this summer. Last year, the 
problem got out of control with 
visitors taKincj overthe parks and 
depr iv ing off icial c a m p sites of 
much needed revenue. 

The counci l no longer has the 
staff to mount night patrols and so 
is using overhead bars to put a 
stop to the caravanner s . " 

R J Drennan, Paignton, Devon 

Height barriers—again 
I am rais ing theold problem of the 
height barr iers on car parks. I am 
getting more annoyed lately to see 
almost al l car parks in my own 
area denying me entry — and my 
'van is no larger than a Cort ina 
Estate in f loor space. 

So, I thought it was about time 
to write a letter to the latest large 
chain store to deny entry. I belong 
to the C a r a v a n Club but do not 
remember seeing any mention in 
the En Route magaz ine about 
Sainsbury's consultations with 
them. They should have contacted 
M M M for a more pointed reply. 

I often wonder if any of the 
people who make these 
restrictions on motorcaravanners 
are owners of vans who know 
how frustrating it is to be refused 
entry. 

J D George, Romford, Essex 
Sainsbury's reply to Mr George's 
written complaint to them was: 
" D e a r M r G e o r g e , Thank you for 
your letter. I have noted your 
observations about the height 
restriction bar in the c a r p a r k and 
may I assure you that we are 
always reluctantto imposeany 
restrictions on our customers. The 
bar was installed to prevent abuse 
by commerc ia l vehicles a n d , 
although we have consulted the 
C a r a v a n Club aboutthis , there is 
no height which wil l a l low 
'camper ' type vehicles to park but 
wi l l prevent heavy commercia l 
vehicles. Nevertheless, we are not 
complacent and the full detail of 
your observat ion has been passed 
to the A r e a Director responsible 
for the store. 

The trouble you have taken in 
writing on this matter is greatly 
apprec iated and I am p leasea to 
have had this opportunity for 
explanat ion, wh i le writ ing, I 

wou ld l ike to thank you for 
shopping with us and trust we may 
look forward to your continued 
support. 

D A Males, Director of Branch 
Operations, Sainsbury's, 

Stamford House, Stamford Street, 
London SE1 9LL" 

A cutting from MMM Letters, June 
'85, p 16, was sent, with a note 
from the editor asking why, if 
motorway services can do it, 
Sainsbury's can't? At press date, 
however, we had received no 
reply. For an update, read 
'Personally Speaking' this month. 

Latest Auto-Sleepers VWs incorporate 
several detail improvements. 

Auto-Sleeper update 
I was very interested to see M r 
M c C a b e ' s article on the V W Auto-
S leepere levat ing roof model in 
the July issue of M M M . 

Having personal ly used a 
s imilar vehicle with my wife and 
three small chi ldren, I agree with 
him that it is a delight for dr iv ing 
and l iving in. 

H i sonly comments to which I 
would l i k e t o d r a w y o u r r e a d e r s ' 
attention are: 
1) A catch is now fitted to the 
sink lid which stops it s l iding 
about when the vehicle is dr iven. 
2) Theheightof theelevat ing 
roof has been increased, 
provid ing more headroom forthe 
upstairs bed. 
3) The latest V W Auto-S leepers , 
both elevating roof and high top 
models, are now fitted with a 
drain plug for the water tank and 
head restraints for the cab seats. 
4) W e are now using a different 
type of waste fitting in the sink, 
enabl ing the water to drain away 
completely. 

As a matter of interest, I would 
mention that this year we have 
sold a record number of Volks 
wagens and this, we feel, is not 
only as a result of the high auality 
to which we bui ld our vehicles but 
also to our very competitive 
prices. Itwas doubtless for these 
reasons that the V W Auto-S leeper 
H igh-Top was chosen as Motor 
C a r a v a n of the Year — Best 
Convers ion. 

A L C Trevelyan, Director, 
Auto-Sleepers Ltd, 

Orchard Works, Willersey, 
near Broadway, Worcs WR12 7PT 

Oops! 
M a n y thanks for publishing my 
letter re the site at Newton St Loe 
(June issue, page 16, last item in 

r ighthand column) BUT could you 
please print the correct location 
as soon as poss ible? 

It should be T W E R T O N , not 
Tiverton. I regret my writing is not 
part icular ly c lear but would have 
thought the reference "Dh miles 
from Bath " wou ld have ruled out 
Tiverton, which is some 75 miles 
a w a y in Devon. 

J M W Richards, Falmouth. 
Cornwall 

We did wonder but thought it 
might well be another Tiverton 
(after all, there is one in Cheshire 
too). Sorry! Ed 

New style Glendale on Fiat Ducato. 

Fiat Ducato based 
vehicles 
Last December , I purchased a 
G l e n d a l e 1000 on a Fiat Ducato 
vehicle. I am very p leased with the 
van and to -datehave no 
complaints at al l with G l e n d a l e ' s 
workmanship on a very complete 
coachbui l t . 

The big snag is having the 
vehicle serv iced, despite the 
numerous Fiat agents around. 
Very, very few o f them are in a 
posit ion to service Ducatos, it 
appears . In fact, in the whole of 
East and West Sussex, there are 
only two agents who can service 
Fiat Ducatos! If anyother Fiat 
agent services your vehicle, it 
cou ld have an adverse effect on 
your warranty. 

I would advise prospective 
purchasers of a Ducato vehicle to 
make quite sure they have an 
agent near to them, since some 
counties do not even have an 
agent at a l l ! 

I made complaints to Fiat, who 
have now sent me a list of Ducato 
agents in the UK but this was not 
ava i lab le on my purchase of the 
vehicle — only a book with al l the 
Fiat agents in the wor ld who sell 
cars! 
S Bendall, Hailsham, East Sussex 

I've made the point in my book 
and more than once in MMM — 
take time when choosing and 
don't forget the vehicle s spares 
and service availability. Thanks 
for the timely reminder to readers 
considering buying one of the 
rarer breeds. Have you, by the 
way, considered investigating 
Talbot dealers, forthe Ducato is 
basically the some vehicle as the 
Express? Ed 

Turbo diesel? 
What is your opin ion on turbo 
diesels? I understand that the V W 
Transporter is now ava i lab le fitted 

with a 70 bhp turbo diesel . Is there 
any chance of a road test on this 
fitted to an Autohomes Kameo? 

A Rust, London W 
Sorry, haven't yet hod an 
opportunity to try a turbo diesel 
VW, so haven't formed any 
opinion. I don't hold out much 
hope in the immediate future, 
either. Ed 

Carnet/noisy brats 
Apr i l M M M , page 96. This advises 
that it is ESSENTIAL to have a 
carnet if one wishes to camp 
a b r o a d with one's motorcaravan. 
It a l so advises that one should 
take out the Federation of 
C a m p i n g & Caravann ing Carnet 
and instructs that the address is at 
the front of the magaz ine. This I 
am unable to f ind. 

Cou ld you, therefore, please 
tell me if it is necessary (essential) 
to join a club to obtain this carnet, 
or, alternatively, a motoring 
organisat ion? W e d o not belong 
to the A A or RAC and as we take 
our Auto-S leeper (1980 W 
registration, 13 500 miles) only for 
about 3 weeks each year to 
France, with occas iona l weekends 
in Britain, we do not want to go to 
the expense of joining a club. O n 
the other hand, we wou ld not want 
any hassle at camping sites in 
France, i f w e d e c i d e t o g o a g a i n 
thisyear. In previous years ,go ing 
in June or September, we have 
never had any difficulty butthe 
article on page 96 was insistent 
that we must have a carnet this 
year. I would be grateful for your 
adv ice. 

Here, may I say how heartily 
we endorse the editor's remarks in 
Apr i l ' s M M M on riotous and un
discipl ined schoolchi ldren, from 
whose antics we have so often 
suffered on Townsend Thoresen's 
Portsmouth—Le Havre crossings. 
Travel l ing last September bynight 
(due to late booking) we had two 
club class seats a n d found to our 
delight that this a rea was banned 
to all except seat holders. A l so, 
one could buy a drink in this a rea 
and, best of a l l , a cup of tea or 
coffee was ava i lab le (FREE) in the 
morning. N o queueing! 

Day or night, we shall 
henceforward afford the cost (£4 
per night, £2 day) per seat for the 
peace that this ensures. 

L Guthrie, Halesworth, Suffolk 
It is certainly advisable to have the 
FICC Camping Carnet and may 
well be essential this season 
unless you are prepared to 
surrender your passport. (Stan 
Pollard's notes, April '85, p96.j 

The address of the Auto 
Camping Club is on page 3 of 
every magazine — ana in their 
advert on a later page. It is 
5 Dunsfold Rise, Coulsdon, Surrey, 
CR32ED. However, I believe you 
con obtain a carnet for a small 
sum from — or free if you book 
Europ Assistance insurance 
through — theACC. 

I regret I have not been able to 
obtain any positive response from 
shipping lines about the nuisance 
of uncontrolled school parties on 
ferries. Ed • 
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