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V Ws prominent at SMMT Motor Caravan Test Day 

M : : c - caravans were a lso in the spot l igh t 
re :en t i y at the f irst P ress T e s t D a y or­
gan i sed by the S o c i e t y o f M o t o r 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s a n d T r a d e r s . S o m e 40 m o t o r 
ca ravans w e r e o n s h o w f r o m abou t ten m a n u f a c ­
tu rers , all S M M T m e m b e r s , a n d m a n y of the 
m o d e l s we re ava i lab le fo r test d r i ves o n an e igh t 
mi le c i rcu i t near B e a c o n s f i e l d , B u c k s . 

For V A G the t im ing o f t he even t w a s per fec t , 
for t hey had just i nc reased to f ou r t he n u m b e r of 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s w h o s e p r o d u c t s ca r ry their ap ­
p r o v a l . J o i n i n g a p p r o v e d c o n v e r t o r s 
A u t o h o m e s (UK) a n d D e v o n C o n v e r s i o n s are 
R i c h a r d H o l d s w o r t h , w h o have been bu i ld ing 
o n the V W for 15 years , a n d A u t o - S l e e p e r s , 
w h o p r o d u c e m o d e l s o n bo th the T ranspo r te r 
a n d the L T . 

W i t h the i r n e w b r i sk l y -pe r fo rm ing a n d re f ined 
w a t e r - c o o l e d T ranspo r te r m o d e l s V o l k s w a g e n , 
w h o in the ear ly 1970s en joyed a share of the 
m o t o r c a r a v a n marke t runn ing at an a s t o u n d i n g 
7 0 % , look set to rega in s o m e of the i r earl ier 
p r o m i n e n c e . 

T h e n e w 1.9 litre e n g i n e , de l i ve r ing 60 b h p in 
s t anda rd f o r m or 78 b h p w h e n f i t ted w i t h a t w i n -
c h o k e carbure t te r , g i ves p e r f o r m a n c e to enab le 
the V W to keep up w i t h its o ld r ivals f r o m B e d ­
f o r d , Fo rd a n d L e y l a n d (Fre ight Rover ) as we l l as 
w i t h n e w c o m e r s s u c h as R e n a u l t ' s T ra f i c a n d the 
Ta lbo t Exp ress (or Fiat D u c a t o , w h e n it w e a r s its 
o the r badge ) . 

Fo r s o m e th is S M M T Tes t D a y w a s the f irst 
o p p o r t u n i t y to try ou t the n e w genera t i on 
V o l k s w a g e n s , a n d I heard p lent i fu l praise not 
on l y fo r p e r f o r m a n c e bu t a lso for the ou t ­
s t a n d i n g qu ie tness of t he n e w veh i c l es . W h i l e 
the T ra f i c a n d the Exp ress are bo th qu iet to dr ive 
by c o m p a r i s o n w i t h all earl ier c o m m e r c i a l s , the 
n e w V W is qu ie ter s t i l l . 

P e r h a p s the f la t - four , w a t e r - c o o l e d eng ine is 
no less no i sy t h a n the p o w e r un i ts of its r ivals, 
but the e n g i n e is sti l l w h e r e Dr P o r s c h e 
p resc r i bed , a n d so the s o u n d is still left b e h i n d . 

A s a bas is for c o m p a r i s o n I took out the 
Carave l l e — the de - l uxe , execu t i ve m i c r o b u s ver­
s i on of t he n e w T ranspo r te r — fo r m y first test 
c i rcu i t . 

T h e n e w eng ine a n d f r o n t - m o u n t e d radiator 
have a d d e d o n l y 30 kg to the veh ic le w e i g h t (and 
that even ly d is t r ibuted) a n d have in no w a y upse t 
t he supe rb hand l i ng of th is ' M k 3 ' vers ion of the 
T ranspo r te r w h i c h a p p e a r e d in 1979. 

T h e a l l - i ndependen t co i l sp r ing s u s p e n s i o n , 
a n d e v e n w e i g h t d is t r ibu t ion b e t w e e n f ront and 
rear, g ive r o a d h o l d i n g w h i c h is not bet tered in 
t he c o m m e r c i a l c l ass , and ride c o m f o r t to m a t c h . 
L i k e i t s t o r s i o n - b a r s p r u n g p r e d e c e s s o r s 
h o w e v e r , t he latest T ranspo r te r is sti l l ab le to 
revel in o f f - road c o n d i t i o n s a n d p ro tec t its o c c ­
upan ts f r o m the wo rs t e f fec ts of qu i te a t roc ious 
su r f aces . 

C h a n g e - u p po in ts o n the s p e e d o m e t e r of the 
78 b h p , 5 - s p e e d V W I f o u n d m a r k e d at a b o u t 20 , 
3 5 , 55 a n d 7 5 m p h . Y e s — 75 m p h a n d sti l l a gear 
to g o I Unbe l i evab le to t h o s e w h o have l ived w i t h 
the T ranspo r te r for yea rs . T h e c h a n g e po in t s 
c a m e up remarkab ly qu ick ly , and c o u l d be ex­
c e e d e d by a f e w m p h be fo re the rev l imiter c a m e 
into p lay a n d the p o w e r ab rup t l y ran ou t . 

T h i s ' e n g i n e p ro tec to r ' is sti l l a fea ture of the 
n e w e n g i n e s , but w i t h the p o w e r a n d s p e e d 
ranges n o w ava i lab le it need n o longer be the 
inh ib i tor o f ove r tak ing w h i c h it w a s w i t h earl ier 
gene ra t i ons of the T ranspo r te r . On l y in first a n d 
s e c o n d gea rs is the re s o m e natura l t e n d e n c y , 
s o o n o v e r c o m e , to run over t he l imit . In t h e 

CHRIS BURLACE reporting 
h igher rat ios o n e c a n feel tha t there is n o t h i n g to 
ga in by h a n g i n g o n to a gear , a n d the th ink ing 
dr iver s h o u l d never be c a u g h t ou t . 

V o l k s w a g e n ' s p e r f o r m a n c e f igu res d o not 
s e e m e x a g g e r a t e d . I f o u n d that the c l a i m e d 
0 — 5 0 m p h acce le ra t i on t i m e of 15.1 s e e s (half-
laden) for th is ve rs ion of t he T ranspo r te r c o u l d 
eas i ly be bet te red by ove r 1} sees by the 
Carave l le w i t h o n l y the dr iver o n b o a r d . 

S im i la r l y the c l a i m e d t o p s p e e d of 81 m p h , for 
bo th the 5- a n d 4 - s p e e d ' v a n s w i t h the mo re 
p o w e r f u l e n g i n e , a l so s e e m e d a c a d e m i c , j udged 
b y the feel o f t he test Ca rave l l e . O n e V W -
a p p r o v e d m o t o r c a r a v a n c o n s t r u c t o r s p o k e in a 
p ress re lease of t he ' i ndecen t l y fas t ' 78 bhp V W , 
' C a p a b l e o f c ru i s ing all d a y at 80 m p h a n d w i th 
an i nd i ca ted top s p e e d of 9 0 ' . 

A s impress ive as the g e t - u p - a n d - g o of the 
Carave l l e w a s its qu ie tness , the e x c e p t i o n a l 
qua l i t ies of the bas ic veh ic le be i ng e n h a n c e d by 
the ve ry h igh s t a n d a r d of t r im . C r u i s i n g o n a l ight 
th ro t t le , I had to l is ten hard to m a k e su re that the 
e n g i n e w a s sti l l t he re , its s t eady no te on l y just 
aud ib le a b o v e m u t e d w i n d a n d tyre no i se . 

T h e n e w V W h a d c o n f i r m e d its qua l i t ies o n the 
r o a d . W h a t of t he m a n y c o n v e r s i o n s o n of fer 
a n d the i r su i tab i l i ty for the ' n o m a d ' o f the 
e i g h t i e s ? 

N o . 1 in the sa les cha r t s for the first quar ter of 
1983 has been the Kamper Mk 2 f r o m 
A u t o h o m e s . I l ike the b ig e leva t ing roof , w i t h 
s o l i d , insu la ted s i d e s , g iv ing e x c e p t i o n a l he ight 
and s p a c i o u s n e s s in the upper be r th , a 6' by 4' 
d o u b l e . D o w n b e l o w , layout is c o n v e n t i o n a l w i t h 

the s to rage a n d k i t chen unit a l o n g the o f f s ide , 
but we l l s u b d i v i d e d to g i ve c o n v e n i e n t a c c e s s . 

T h e r e ' s t he usual s ink a n d dra iner , t w o - b u r n e r 
c o o k e r w i t h gr i l l , a n d a f r idge as s t a n d a r d . 
T h e r e ' s a l so r o o m to s to re a c o u p l e of gas bo t t les 
(usefu l if t he op t i ona l b l own-a i r heater is 
spec i f i ed ) a n d a spec ia l n i c h e for a c h e m i c a l 
to i le t . 

T h e c o m f o r t a b l e b e n c h seat is qu i ck l y t ran ­
s f o r m e d to a 6 '1 " x 4 ' b e d , wh i l e b e h i n d it are 
w a r d r o b e , s to rage d r a w e r s a n d the usua l b ig 
we l l for s to r i ng b e d d i n g . 

T h e we l l m a d e fu rn i tu re in the latest Kamper is 
f i n i shed in a n a t t rac t ive w o o d - g r a i n lamina te 
w i t h neat p last ic e d g i n g . W a r m , ve lvet - l ike 
upho ls te ry and co lou r c o o r d i n a t e d cu r ta ins g ive 
a c o s y feel to a p rac t ica l l y d e s i g n e d inter ior . 
P r i ces star t f r o m abou t £9 ,560 . 

I t ook the ' c h e a p ' v e r s i o n , w i t h 60 b h p e n g i n e 
a n d 4 - s p e e d b o x , up the road a n d w a s aga in i m ­
p r e s s e d by q u i e t n e s s , not o n l y in t he b a s e 
veh ic le bu t a lso in t he a b s e n c e of c reaks a n d rat­
t les f r o m the c a r a v a n f i t t ings . It w a s n ' t a f lyer l ike 
the 78 b h p ' v a n , but st i l l w a y a h e a d of the o ld 
1600 a i r - c o o l e d , nearer to the f o r m e r 2-l i tre 
m o d e l s . 

IMPROVEMENTS 
D e v o n C o n v e r s i o n s , t he best k n o w n n a m e in 

V W m o t o r c a r a v a n s , h a v e been keep ing a l o w 
prof i le but n o w , after a t akeove r by t w o f o r m e r 
e x e c u t i v e s of the c o m p a n y , are m a k i n g a 
c o m e b a c k w i t h an in te res t ing n e w V W c o n ­
v e r s i o n . 

T h e D e v o n Sunrise e m p l o y s the popu la r 
l ayou t , ( k i t chen a n d s to rage unit a l o n g the 
o f fs ide) o f t he l o n g - r u n n i n g Moonraker f r o m t h e 
s a m e s tab le , bu t there are a hos t of i m ­
p r o v e m e n t s . 

K i t c h e n e q u i p m e n t is f i rst c l a s s , w i t h a 2 c u ft 
E lec t ro lux f r idge and a smar t , s t ove e n a m e l l e d 
s ink a n d 2-burner -and-gr i l l c o o k e r f r o m the O p -
t i m u s range . W o r k t o p s a n d t ab le top are in a 
lea ther -e f fec t l am ina te , the t ab le top be ing 
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earned o n a c r a n k e d leg g i v i n g a var ie ty o f 

possible pos i t i ons . 

The rear seat in t h e Sunrise, j us t a b o u t t h e 

— o s t c o m f o r t a b l e a n d luxur ious t o g race a n y 

V W , is upho ls te red in r ich g o l d Dra lon w i t h b u t -

t c n i n g . B e h i n d it is t h e w a r d r o b e o n t h e o f f s i de , 

a s torage w e l l , a n d o v e r h e a d a spac ious locker . I 

.vas d i s a p p o i n t e d t o f i n d n o t r i m a r o u n d t h e w i n -

a o w s in t h e caravan area, a n d n o o p e n i n g w i n ­

d o w unless spec i f ied at ex t ra c o s t . 

U p a lo f t , D e v o n ' s Double Top s ide- l i f ter r o o f 

c o n t i n u e s , b u t w i t h t h e o p t i o n o f an insu la ted 

skir t f ab r i c . A m o n g o ther o p t i o n s are sw ive l cab 

seats w i t h a s e c o n d tab le , l uxu ry cab t r i m , u n -

der f loo r heater , a n d mains e lect r ics p a c k a g e . 

The Sunrise is a g o o d look ing p r o d u c t w h i c h 

s h o u l d p u t D e v o n back in t h e h u n t , a l t h o u g h i t is 

o n t h e p r i cey s ide, s ta r t ing at £10,164. T h e 

Moonraker, l ook ing m o r e spac ious t h a n k s t o t h e 

use o f l ighter mater ia ls , c o n t i n u e s f r o m £9,742. 

A u t o - S l e e p e r s descr ibe the i r V W convers ion 

as a ' c a m p i n g car ' — no t so m u c h , I f ee l , 

because i t lacks a n y o f t h e amen i t i es o f a fu l l 

m o t o r ca ravan b u t because it is t h e ideal dua l -

p u r p o s e veh ic le w i t h all t h e c o m f o r t and d r i v ing 

qual i t ies o f a g o o d passenger car . 

The c o m p a n y ' s qua l i t y is s e c o n d t o n o n e in 

t h e m o t o r ca ravan w o r l d , w i t h i m m a c u l a t e , l ight 

oak c a b i n e t w o r k , neat a n d t h o r o u g h t r im a n d 

superb upho ls te ry , m a k i n g t h e m t h e yards t i ck 

aga ins t w h i c h o the rs are inev i tab ly c o m p a r e d . 

A u t o - S l e e p e r s ' V W layou t is a var ia t ion o n t h e 

c o m m o n t h e m e . T h e o f f s ide k i t c h e n uni t is kep t 

f o r w a r d a n d c o m p a c t t o a l l o w space for a U-

shaped seat ing p lan t o t h e rear. W o r k t o p space 

is c rea ted b y a r r a n g i n g fo r t h e c o v e r o f t h e 

s i n k / d r a i n e r t o h inge f o r w a r d over t h e d r i v ing 

seat . A n o t h e r g o o d fea tu re is t h e louv re w i n d o w , 

w i t h f l y s c r e e n , ad jacent t o t h e k i t c h e n area. 

A 1 cu f t f r i dge is s t a n d a r d ; t he re ' s a g o o d kit­

c h e n c u p b o a r d , a large, she lved c u p b o a r d 

b e h i n d t h e passenger seat , a n d a spac ious w a r ­

d r o b e in t h e nears ide rear co rner . T h e s to rage 

we l l b e h i n d t h e rear seat is f u r n i s h e d w i t h a neat , 

c a r p e t - t r i m m e d cover , w h i l e p igeonho les set in 

t h e cu rve o f t h e roo f p rov ide a h a n d y place f o r 

o d d m e n t s . 

T h e A u t o - S l e e p e r p rov ides t h e usual ' d o w n ­

sta i rs ' b e d , 4 ' b y jus t o v e r 6 ' , a b o v e t h e eng ine 

d e c k by re -a r rangemen t o f t h e seat (not qu i t e 

s u c h a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d o p e r a t i o n as in s o m e c o n ­

vers ions) . U p a lo f t in t h e so l id -s ided e leva t ing 

roo f is a s e c o n d , f i r m - b a s e d 6' d o u b l e b e r t h . 

T h e r e m a y be a s l ight t a n g l i n g o f legs w i t h f o u r 

at tab le o n t h e U-shaped seat , b u t o t h e r w i s e i t 's 

hard t o f i n d a n y t h i n g t o cr i t ic ise in th is c o n ­

v e r s i o n . 

U p h o l s t e r y is i m m a c u l a t e in a so f t b u t durab le 

g o l d - c o l o u r e d fabr ic , t he re ' s fu l l ca rpe t ing a n d a 

very h i g h s t a n d a r d o f t r i m w h i c h leaves o n l y 

smal l areas a r o u n d the side d o o r a n d ta i lga te 

w i n d o w s as pa in ted m e t a l . T h e pr ice t a g c o m e s 

as a p leasant surpr ise — o n l y £9 ,240 o n t h e 60 

b h p , 4 -speed T r a n s p o r t e r . 

F o u r t h o f t h e a p p r o v e d c o n v e r t o r s , R ichard 

H o l d s w o r t h Conve rs ions , s h o w e d o n e o f thei r 

we l l es tab l ished Villa m o d e l s at B e a c o n s f i e l d , bu t 

st i l l o n an a i r -coo led base veh ic le ( the c o n v e r s i o n 

wi l l be u n c h a n g e d o n the n e w V W ) . 

T h e Villa f o l l o w s t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l l a y o u t , w i t h 

m a i n bed over t h e eng ine a n d k i t c h e n / s t o r a g e 

un i t r igh t a long t h e o f f s i de . T h e rear seat q u i c k l y 

c o n v e r t s w i t h a rock -and- ro l l m e c h a n i s m t o 

m a k e t h e 6'2" b y 4 '2 " b e d , w h i l e a rear f ac ing 

seat beside t h e side d o o r has a f o l d - o u t sec t ion 

t o m a k e t h e f o u r t h p lace at t a b l e . 

Furn i tu re is o f a l l - p l y w o o d c o n s t r u c t i o n sur­

f a c e d w i t h a r ich w a l n u t - p a t t e r n e d plast ic 

l am ina te , a n d is f i n i shed w i t h s m a r t h a r d w o o d 

e d g i n g s a n d pul ls t o d r a w e r s a n d c u p b o a r d s . 

B u t t o n e d Dra lon upho ls te ry , pract ica l ca rpe t 

w h i c h can be s p o n g e d c lean , a n d generous l y cu t 

Dra lon cur ta ins c o m p l e t e t h e a t t rac t i ve in ter ior . 

I l iked the prac t ica l a r r a n g e m e n t o f s to rage for 

easy access, a n d t h e air o f spac iousness af­

f o r d e d b y t h e Giant-Riser e leva t ing roo f w i t h its 

c o n c e r t i n a plast ic s ides w h i c h f o l d a w a y neat ly 

a n d a u t o m a t i c a l l y as t h e r o o f is l o w e r e d . 

A t n o ext ra c o s t t h e Villa c a n also be f i t t e d 

w i t h t h e H o l d s w o r t h Hi-Flyer h i g h t o p . O n the 

n e w w a t e r - c o o l e d V W t h e Villa wi l l s tar t f r o m a 

remarkab ly l o w £8,979 (or £8,206 w i t h f i xed 

r o o f ) . 

H o w does R ichard H o l d s w o r t h keep t h e pr ice 

so l o w ? T h e a n s w e r is t h a t m a n y i t ems o f equ ip ­

m e n t w h i c h t h e m o t o r caravanner w i l l cons ider 

essent ia l are o n t h e ' o p t i o n s ' l ist. Fr idge, upper 

b e d , s l id ing or louv re w i n d o w , sw ive l cab seats 

w i t h add i t iona l t ab le , etc — t h e cho ice is f o r the 

c u s t o m e r b u t it b r ings t h e pr ice o f t h e H o l d ­

s w o r t h V W nearer t o t h a t o f i ts c o m p e t i t o r s . 

N E W I D E A S 

N e w c o m e r s t o m o t o r ca ravan c o n s t r u c t i o n are 

D i a m o n d R V , an assoc ia te c o m p a n y o f 

T r a v e l w o r l d o f W o l v e r h a m p t o n . T h e y s h o w e d 

thei r Autocruiser o n t h e T r a n s p o r t e r , a c o n ­

vers ion w h i c h b r ings a f resh a p p r o a c h t o t h e 

V W , w i t h a n e w layout a n d a hos t of ideas. 

Cab seats recl ine a n d s w i v e l , w h i l e rear seat ing 

is set f u r t h e r f o r w a r d t h a n is n o r m a l in t h e V W , 

a l l o w i n g access t o t h e gal ley ( w h i c h is o v e r the 

f o r w a r d edge o f t h e eng ine deck) a n d t o t h e t iny 

to i le t cub ic le o n t h e o f f s i de . 

T h e D i a m o n d Autocruiser is pure ly a t w o -

b e r t h , a n d t h e s leekly s w e p t fo re a n d a f t sec t ions 

o f i ts h i g h t o p m a k e n o c o n c e s s i o n t o ac­

c o m m o d a t i n g u p p e r be r ths . T w o single beds are 

f o r m e d by rec l in ing a n d j o in ing f r o n t a n d rear 

seats , w h i l e t h e seats can also p rov ide p laces fo r 

f o u r , each w i t h p rope r b a c k s u p p o r t , a t tab le . 

T h e k i t c h e n un i t is e q u i p p e d w i t h e y e - c a t c h i n g 

v i t reous enamel sink and 2-burner -and-gr i l l 

c o o k e r b y O p t i m u s . Smal l but p rac t i ca l , the to i le t 

cub ic le has a f ibreg lass liner w i t h a n iche ex­

t e n d i n g b a c k w a r d s over the eng ine d e c k in 

w h i c h t o s to re a Por ta Po t t i . 

T h e s t a n d a r d E lect ro lux 122 f r i dge is set h igh 

in t h e c a b i n e t w o r k over the eng ine and t o t h e 

rear o f t h e to i le t c o m p a r t m e n t , a n d beh ind t h a t I 

f o u n d ye t a n o t h e r surpr ise in th is wel l e q u i p p e d 

' van — a Val l iant , c o n s t a n t - f l o w gas w a t e r 

heater . A n y loss o f space in the b o d y o f the ' van 

d u e t o t h e space t a k e n by its 'ex t ras as s t a n d a r d ' 

is c o m p e n s a t e d fo r by a cavernous locker a b o v e 

t h e cab . 

Prices f o r t h e D i a m o n d Autocruiser s tar t f r o m 

£9,858 a n d , in add i t ion to the base vehic le eng ine 

a n d gearbox o p t i o n s , caravan ext ras avai lable in­

c lude Eberspacher pet ro l - f i red heater , auxi l iary 

ba t te ry a n d d o u b l e g laz ing . The A u t o c r u i s e r w o n 

h igh m a r k s f o r i n n o v a t i o n and I l iked the very 

t h o r o u g h s t a n d a r d o f t r i m , bu t overal l f in ish w a s 

no t qu i te as g o o d as t h a t o f the ' a p p r o v e d ' c o n ­

vers ions . 

C a v a l i e r C o a c h m a n of Fe l ixs towe are 

r e n o w n e d f o r t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c m o t o r 

caravans , a b lend o f p rac t ica l i ty a n d the eye-

appeal o f t h e ' c u s t o m v a n ' . On s h o w w e r e the i r 

Classic o n t h e T ranspo r te - , i n t r o d u c e d a year 

a g o , a n d t h e longer - run r : ! " c LT-based m o d e l , 

t h e Altus. 

T h e Classic is surely t h e m o s t t h o r o u g h l y t r i m ­

m e d V W a r o u n d , the O ' i g i n a ! m e t a l w o r k a n d 

m u c h o f Caval ier 's in ter ior w o r k be ing covered 

w i t h r ich pi le fabr ics or w i t h t o n i n g , heavy w o v e n 

mater ia l . 

There is U-plan rear seat ing , t w i n w a r d r o b e s 

o n e i ther side o f the rear we l l , and a c o m p a c t k i t ­

c h e n uni t w i t h smal l , square s ink, 2 - b u r n e r - a n d -

gri l l c o o k e r , f r i dge , and c u p b o a r d beh ind t h e 
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d r i v i n g s e a t . T h e Classic i s a n o t h e r h i g h t o p , 
m a k i n g s p a c e f o r g i g a n t i c l o c k e r s f r o n t a n d r e a r 
p l u s a r o w o f h a n d y e y e - l e v e l l o c k e r s a l o n g t h e 
o f f s i d e . S l i d i n g w i n d o w s i n t h e s i d e d o o r a n d o p ­
p o s i t e a r e s t a n d a r d , a s i s a n e x t r a c t o r f a n a n d a 
R i v i e r a u n d e r f l o o r h e a t e r . 

C a v a l i e r a r e v e r y f l e x i b l e o n s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , s o 
t w o ' v a n s a r e s e l d o m a l i k e . T h a t o n s h o w a t t h e 
S M M T d a y c a r r i e d a p r i c e t a g o f £ 1 1 , 6 3 0 w i t h a 
n u m b e r o f o p t i o n a l e x t r a s . Y o u c o u l d s a v e £ 5 0 0 
o r m o r e , o r w r i t e a m u c h b i g g e r c h e q u e ! 

T h e Altus o n t h e L T a d o p t s a s o m e w h a t 
s i m i l a r f l o o r p l a n t o t h a t o f i t s s m a l l e r b r o t h e r . 
T h e d e c o r i s s i m i l a r , a n d a d d i t i o n a l e q u i p m e n t i n ­
c l u d e s a n o v e n , s h o w e r / t o i l e t c o m p a r t m e n t , a n d 
C a r v e r Cascade s t o r a g e h o t w a t e r s y s t e m . A 
s u p e r b v e h i c l e f o r t h o s e w h o c a n f i n d w e l l o v e r 
£ 1 4 , 0 0 0 . 

A l t h o u g h t h e V o l k s w a g e n s m a d e a b i g i m p a c t 
a t t h e P r e s s T e s t D a y t h e y h a d p l e n t y o f r i v a l s . 
L a s t y e a r ' s d a r l i n g o f t h e c o n v e n o r s , t h e R e n a u l t 
T r a f i c , i s n o w w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d a n d a v e r y d i r e c t 
c o m p e t i t o r o f t h e V W w i t h i t s s u i t a b i l i t y a s a n 
e v e r y d a y v e h i c l e . T h i s y e a r ' s p o p u l a r n e w c o m e r 
i s t h e T a l b o t E x p r e s s . A t 1 5 ' 7 £ " l o n g , 6 ' 5 i " w i d e 
a n d 6 ' 1 0 ^ " h i g h , i t ' s o n l y 4 t o 6 i n c h e s b i g g e r 
t h a n t h e G e r m a n v a n i n i t s v a r i o u s d i m e n s i o n s , 
b u t t h a t ' s j u s t e n o u g h t o m a k e it l o o k t o o b i g f o r 
d a y - t o - d a y s e r v i c e f o r m a n y w o u l d - b e o w n e r s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s o n i t s i n t e r n a l p r o p o r t i o n s f o r 
c o n v e r s i o n , i t s p e r f o r m a n c e a n d i t s p r i c e t h e 
T a l b o t i s s e t f o r s u c c e s s a s a m o t o r c a r a v a n , a n d 
is a s e r i o u s t h r e a t t o a n u p s w i n g i n t h e T r a n ­
s p o r t e r ' s f o r t u n e s . In c h a s s i s - c a b f o r m t h e E x ­
p r e s s a l s o m a k e s a f i n e b a s e f o r c o a c h b u i l t ' v a n s , 
a n d w i l l t a k e s i t s p l a c e f i r m l y i n t h a t p r i c e r a n g e 
w h e r e L T - b a s e d m o d e l s a l s o c o m e i n t o c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n . 

ADVENTUROUS 
A u t o - S l e e p e r s a n d H o l d s w o r t h a r e o f f i c i a l 

R e n a u l t c o n v e n o r s a n d b o t h s h o w e d t h e i r 
r e l e v a n t m o d e l s . A u t o - S l e e p e r s , s o f a r , h a v e 
s t u c k t o t h e s h o r t - w h e e l b a s e T r a f i c a n d a c o n ­
v e n t i o n a l f l o o r p l a n , w i t h s e a t i n g f o r w a r d 
p r o v i d i n g a d i n e t t e a n d j o i n i n g w i t h c a b s e a t s t o 
m a k e b e d s , a n d t h e k i t c h e n u n i t , w a r d r o b e a n d 
c u p b o a r d s i n t h e r e a r . T h e r e ' s t h e s a m e h i g h 
q u a l i t y , a n d l i g h t o a k f u r n i t u r e , a s i n o t h e r A u t o -
S l e e p e r s a n d a c o n s i d e r a b l e p r i c e a d v a n t a g e 
o v e r t h e V W s a t £ 8 , 4 8 3 , a l t h o u g h t h a t i s w i t h t h e 
m o d e s t l y - p e r f o r m i n g 1.4 l i t r e e n g i n e . 

T h e H o l d s w o r t h R e n a u l t , t h e Romance, i s 
m o r e a d v e n t u r o u s i n c o n c e p t . It s h a r e s a s i m i l a r 
f o r w a r d s e a t i n g a n d b e d a r r a n g e m e n t w i t h i t s 
r i v a l b u t h a s a n a l l - r o u n d k i t c h e n a n d s t o r a g e 
l a y o u t a t t h e r e a r w h i c h s i m u l a t e s i n m i n i a t u r e a 
m o d e r n h o m e k i t c h e n . It i s w e l l e q u i p p e d w i t h 
t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y p o p u l a r O p t i m u s f i t t i n g s . 

T h e o r i g i n a l R e n a u l t Romance, b a s e d o n t h e 
s w b T r a f i c , l a s t y e a r w o n i t s c l a s s a s M o t o r 

C a r a v a n o f t h e Y e a r . N o w it h a s b e e n j o i n e d b y 
h i g h t o p a n d h i g h t o p I w b v e r s i o n s . 

T h e l a t t e r , s h o w n a t B e a c o n s f i e l d , a d d s a 
u s e f u l t o i l e t c o m p a r t m e n t a n d c o n s i d e r a b l e 
s p a c e t o t h e Romance a n d h a s a s t a n d a r d h o t 
w a t e r s y s t e m . F o r p r i c e i t i s c l o s e t o t h e V W 
T r a n s p o r t e r m o d e l s , f r o m £ 1 0 , 1 3 3 , w h i l e o n s i z e 
a n d f e a t u r e s i t c o u l d c o m p e t e w i t h s o m e L T -
b a s e d ' v a n s . 

T h e a c c o l a d e o f a p p r o v a l f o r T a l b o t E x p r e s s 
b a s e d m o t o r c a r a v a n s h a s g o n e a g a i n t o A u t o -
S l e e p e r s f o r p a n e l v a n c o n v e r s i o n s , a n d t o 
A u t o h o m e s f o r c o a c h b u i l t s . T h e A u t o - S l e e p e r s 
Talbot Sportsman i s a v a i l a b l e i n e l e v a t i n g r o o f o r 
h i g h t o p v e r s i o n s . B o t h e m p l o y l a y o u t s s i m i l a r t o 
t h o s e i n t h e c o m p a n y ' s R e n a u l t c o n v e r s i o n , b u t 
t h e e x t r a s p a c e a v a i l a b l e i n t h e E x p r e s s m a k e s 
w a y f o r t h e a d d i t i o n o f v e r y s m a l l t o i l e t c u b i c l e s 
a n d s o m e a d d i t i o n a l c u p b o a r d s p a c e . P r i c e s 
a g a i n a r e b e l o w t h o s e o f m o s t V W ' v a n s , f r o m 
£8 ,747 f o r t h e e l e v a t i n g r o o f m o d e l a n d j u s t £200 
m o r e f o r t h e h i g h t o p . 

O n t h e r o a d I f o u n d t h e T a l b o t s l i v e l y a n d 
r e f i n e d v e h i c l e s t o d r i v e . T h e y h a v e f r o n t - w h e e l 
d r i v e , y e t p a r t i c u l a r l y l i g h t a n d p r e c i s e r a c k - a n d -
p i n i o n s t e e r i n g . H a n d l i n g , l i k e t h a t o f b o t h t h e 
V W a n d t h e R e n a u l t , i s i n t h e s a l o o n c a r c l a s s . 
P a n e l v a n c o n v e r s i o n s u s u a l l y c o m e o n t h e 
' 1 0 0 0 ' m o d e l w i t h 1 7 9 6 c c , 6 8 b h p e n g i n e a n d 4-
s p e e d b o x . T h e 1 3 0 0 a n d 1 5 0 0 m o d e l s ( t h e 
f i g u r e s r e l a t e t o n o m i n a l p a y l o a d ) c o m e w i t h a 
l a r g e r e n g i n e ( 1 9 7 1 c c a n d 7 7 b h p ) a n d a 5 - s p e e d 
b o x . 

A u t o h o m e s , i n t h e i r Excalibur c o a c h b u i l t o n 
t h e T a l b o t , h a v e e x p l o i t e d t h e c a p a b i l i t y o f t h e 
1 3 0 0 m o d e l c h a s s i s t o t a k e a l o n g e r t h a n u s u a l 
b o d y a n d h a v e c o m e u p w i t h a n o v e l l a y o u t . 
D e s p i t e i t s 1 8 - f o o t o v e r a l l l e n g t h t h e f r o n t - w h e e l 
d r i v e Excalibur w a s b y f a r t h e b e s t c o a c h b u i l t 
m o t o r c a r a v a n w h i c h i t h a s b e e n m y p l e a s u r e t o 
d r i v e . It r e a l l y h a n d l e s l i k e a w e l l s e t - u p p a n e l 
v a n , g o e s p r e c i s e l y w h e r e y o u w a n t i t , g i v e s a 
s m o o t h r i d e i n t h e c a b o r i n t h e r e a r , a n d i s n o 
s l u g g a r d , w i t h a 0 — 5 0 m p h t i m e t h r o u g h t h e 
g e a r s o f a b o u t 1 7 | s e c o n d s . 

T h e 5 - s p e e d g e a r b o x , n o t c h y a n d i m p r e c i s e , i s 
t h e ' v a n ' s o n l y w e a k p o i n t . I ts q u i e t n e s s o n t h e 
r o a d , c o m m o n t o a l l t h e E x p r e s s m o d e l s I d r o v e , 
i s a p l u s p o i n t b e t t e r e d o n l y b y t h e n e w V W . 

I n s i d e t h e Excalibur I f o u n d a c u t a w a y c a b r o o f 
f o r e a s y a c c e s s a n d a f o l d - d o w n b e d ( s t o w e d f l a t 
a g a i n s t t h e a e r o d y n a m i c a l l y s l o p e d f r o n t ) i n s t e a d 
o f t h e u s u a l L u t o n a r r a n g e m e n t . S e a t i n g b e h i n d 
t h e c a b p r o v i d e s f a c e - f o r w a r d p l a c e s f o r t w o o r 
t h r e e , a d i n e t t e f o r f o u r o r f i v e w i t h t h e a d ­
d i t i o n o f t h e s w i v e l c a b p a s s e n g e r s e a t , o r a n a l l -
r o u n d s e a t i n g p l a n f o r a s m a l l p a r t y ! 

K i t c h e n a c c o m m o d a t i o n , c e n t r a l l y o n t h e 
n e a r s i d e , i s s m a l l b u t a d e q u a t e a n d i s e n h a n c e d 
b y a p u l l - o u t w o r k t o p o p p o s i t e . O n t h e o f f s i d e 
t h e r e ' s a r e a s o n a b l y s i z e d t o i l e t c o m p a r t m e n t , i n 
t h i s d e s i g n t h e w i d t h i s w h e r e i t m a t t e r s a n d e x ­
t r a s p a c e h a s b e e n f o u n d f o r s l i m b u t u s e f u l c u p -

4 0 3 

b o a r d s . T h e s t a b l e - d o o r t y p s e - a e - : e t : • • 
' v a n i s o p p o s i t e t h e t o i l e t c u c l c e zzt- e • -. 
e x t r e m e r e a r o f t h e b o d y p r o v ' d e s a -'. — •=- 1-
s e a t e r d i n e t t e . 

S t a n d a r d f i t m e n t s a r e 2 c u f t f r i d g e S = . - s-
Duval w a t e r h e a t e r , E l e c t r o l u x h e = " ? - - - ' -
s p a c e h e a t e r , o v e n , e x t r a c t o r f a n a r . c , ' . a s t e 
t a n k . T h e r e a r o f t h e ' v a n c a n b e c l o s e ; ; ~ c . a 
s l i d i n g p a r t i t i o n t o m a k e a ' p r i v a t e ' b e c r c c - : • a 
d r e s s i n g r o o m a d j a c e n t t o t h e s h o w e r . 

SURPRISE 
In s t a n d a r d f o r m t h e Excalibur i s e q u i p p e d a ; a 

3 - b e r t h , t h o u g h m o s t w i l l a d d t h e o v e r e a t s t e a : : 
t h e s p e c i f i c a t i o n a n d t h e c o m p l e m e n t o a r r e -
b e s t r e t c h e d t o s i x . N i c e t o d r i v e a n d n i c e to . e 
i n , t h e Excalibur i s b o u n d t o d o w e l l . 

F o r t h e b u y e r , a n o t h e r p l e a s a n t s u r p - s e 
c o m e s w h e n h e s e e s t h e f i g u r e s o n t h e w i n ­
d s c r e e n — £ 1 1 , 1 9 5 o n t h e t e s t d a y ( b u t t h e r e 
w a s a b a s e v e h i c l e p r i c e r i s e i n t h e p i p e l i n e ! . H 
t h e s p e c i f i c a t i o n is t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t , t h i s b c 
c o a c h b u i l t r e a l l y c o s t s l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a T r a n ­
s p o r t e r c o n v e r s i o n f r o m s o m e c o m p a n i e s , a n d 
i t ' s w a y u n d e r t h e p r i c e o f a n y L T - b a s e d m o c e i s . 

A n e w r i v a l f o r V W L T m o t o r c a r a v a n s w h i e -
w a s a l s o o n s h o w w a s t h e M e r c e d e s Autobahn 
p a n e l v a n c o n v e r s i o n f r o m D i a m o n d . A h i g h t c p 
a n d p r i m a r i l y a l u x u r y t w o - b e r t h , t h e Autobahn 
m a k e s m u c h u s e o f f i b r e g l a s s f o r i t s f u r n i t u ' e 
u n i t s . 

T o i l e t c u b i c l e a n d g i a n t w a r d r o b e , b o t h v . i t -
s m a r t l o o k i n g c u r v e d d o o r s , t a k e u p t h e n e a r s i o a 
r e a r q u a r t e r . T h e w e l l e q u i p p e d k i t c h e n f o r m s a 
s h a l l o w ' U ' , a c r o s s t h e r e a r , a l o n g t h e s i d e a - a 
t h e n w i t h a p i e r i n t o t h e m i d d l e o f t h e ' v a n . 
S e a t i n g , o p p o s i t e t h e s i d e d o o r , i s a r r a n g e d i- a -

' L ' . W i t h a l o o k o f l u x u r y , a n d e q u i p m e n t f ' c ~ 
t h e ' t o p d r a w e r ' t o m a t c h , t h i s i s a ' v a n e-
w i l l d r a w e n v i o u s g l a n c e s f o r i t s o w n e r s — b u t 
t h e y ' l l n e e d t o f i n d £ 3 , 0 0 0 m o r e t h a n t h e p- ioe z-
Excalibur. 

V o l k s w a g e n a n d T a l b o t s t o l e t h e > i m e i : g o c a t 
t h i s f i r s t S M M T m o t o r c a r a v a n t e s t d a y , t o _ o o e 
f r o m t h e i n t e r e s t s h o w n b y j o u r n a l i s t s '.- r = 
s t a t i c d i s p l a y s a n d f r o m t h e i r c h o i c e o " t e 
w h e n d i s a p p e a r i n g f o r a s p i n a r o u n c t h e t e s t : --
c u i t . 

V e r y d i f f e r e n t i n c o n c e p t , t h e t w o ;s~s _ e a -
t h e l e s s s h a r e c o m m o n a t t r i b u t e s S i r s ~ s " ~z 
a n d c o m f o r t a b l e r i d e ; l o w n o i s e . e . e s r e - - a t a 
w e l l d e v e l o p e d e n g i n e s a n c m e u - t r : = 
t o h i g h g e a r i n g ( 1 8 t o 2 0 m o - o a - 'X-'. -
t o p ) a n d t h e o p t i o n o f 5 - s c e e o g e a r a-.es t ; 
t h e r i m p r o v e o v e r a l l q u i e t - e s s a - a ~ ; e ' —-
p o r t a n t , e c o n o m y . B o t h t h e s e - e . ' . c c — e-s ' 
s u c h a w o r d c a n b e a p p a a t a a . = - : e . v . - a 
p e d i g r e e a s l o n g a s t h a t ; f t _ e ~ - a - s o r t s ' 
s h o u l d s q u e e z e rr .o-e — as e . e - . e c s r . 
g a l l o n t h a n t h e i r c i o e r - i . a s. 

O n n u m b e r s e x h i b i t s - ; t _ e . : - s . ' . a a e - . ' .as a 
c l e a r w i n n e r o n t h i s - - s t S ' . " . ' _ — . e t c : c a r -
v a n n i n g o c c a s o - C " t e : _ - : a — e r t . v a s a 
f i n e l y b a ! a - ; e : s t . a t ; - c r . a n ' t b e 
w r i t i n g f o r Sa'e- -g - ,-,e-e- t t e ~ p t e d t o 
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www.vwT25camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T25 / T3 / Vanagon Campervans
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