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VWs in a minority 
C a m p i n g 
H o l i d a y 
S h o w 
Report by 

Chris Burlace 

The Excalibur by CIAutohomes on the new 
Talbot Express. The VWDiamond shown by Travelworld and 

Diamond RV. 

A fast-rising rival to the VW is the Renault Trafic; 
this is Richard Holdsworth's Renault Romance 
HT. 

Interior of the luxurious and well 
equipped Pioneer 1204 on the Mercedes 
207D. 

The Horizon Colt L300. Another threat to the 
VW, this little coachbuilt costs under £9,000. 

With far fewer VW motor 
caravans than usual 
among the exhibits at 

he 1982 Caravan Camping 
lol iday Show, it was left to the 
ew VW Santana GX5 to steal the 
melight for the Wolfsburg 
larque. 

As reported in our last News 
lound-up, the 5-cylinder, 1.9 litre 
iantana with its 4+E gearbox 
merged a clear winner in the 
Towcar of the Year 1983' com-
letition sponsored by CI 
Caravans. The struggle for run-
ler-up, however, was keen with 
he Opel Manta GT/J Hatchback 
iqueezing into second place just 
wo points ahead of the Peugeot 
505 Estate. 

The decline in the number of 
VW models on show at Earls 
Court this year owed much to the 
ibsence of the 'Three Ds' — 
Devon, Danbury and Dormobi le 
— names which for so long have 
been synonymous with the 
Volkswagen motor caravan. 

Dormobile, although still active 
in the commercial vehicle field, 
stopped motor caravan production 

in 1981. Danbury, after bringing 
out some models which showed 
considerable innovation, sadly 
went into liquidation a few months 
ago, while Devon Conversions 
(reportedly still in good health) 
chose to break their long run of 
appearances at the Caravan Show. 

The absence of these famous 
names of the VW world, however, 
did not leave customers without a 
choice. VW Transporter-based 
models from five different 
manufacturers were on view, but 
this year there was not a single 
conversion or coachbuilt based on 
the Volkswagen LT. 

Another potential disap­
pointment (but not for the air-
cooled fanatics!) was that all the 
conversions, even that of the sole 
VW-approved company CI 
A u t o h o m e s , were on the 'old' air-
cooled models. We'll have to wait 
a little while to see motor caravans 
built on the Transporter with the 
new, flat-four, water-cooled 1.9 
litre engine. 

Available in two versions putting 
out 60 bhp and 78 bhp, the new 
engine will be most appreciated for 

its good torque characteristics with 
both versions producing over 100 
Ibf f t . VW-based motor caravans 
will soon be able to keep up with 
the competit ion! 

CI's Kamper, although a late 
arrival on the VW scene, has been 
quick to make its mark. For 1983 
there is a Mk II version with 
several significant improvements. 
Lighter-coloured furniture gives an 
impression of greater interior space 
and there are also new, luxurious 
interior soft furnishings. 

Storage space has been in­
creased and there's a new vanitory 
unit with mirror and a new, neat 
cutlery tray beneath one of the lift-
up sections of the long offside 
worktop. The rear seat system has 
been altered, simplifying the con­
version to a bed, but I found the 
seat squab too long, and only the 
very long-legged will get good 
lumbar support from the nicely 
raked seatback. 

Up aloft, CI's solid-sided, 
double-skinned elevating roof has 
improved panel-to-panel sealing, 
new adjustable security catches 
and a redesigned curtain location. 

The solid-based bed in the roof 
has a thicker mattress in 
recognition that its 6' by 4' dimen­
sions could just as well ac­
commodate two adults as two 
children. 

From the outside you'll be able 
to spot the Kamper Mk II by its 
new coachlining and graphics. 
With the VW 2-litre engine 
package the Show price of the 
Kamper was £9,014, a few pounds 
less than CI's equivalent Ford 
Transit conversion, the Trailblazer, 
and only £288 more than the 
equivalent Bedford , so the VW is 
not uncompetitive. However, the 
arrival of the new water-cooled 
models will lift VW prices by over 
£500. 

Another relatively new conversion 
of the VW is the VT20 model by 
Auto-Sleepers, whose trademark 
is their high quality, light oak 
cabinetwork. In the VW there's 
the usual rear bench seat con­
verting to a double bed, a shallow 
wardrobe adjacent to the side door 
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and a k i t c h e n / s t o r a g e uni t o p ­

posi te w i t h t w o - b u r n e r - a n d - g r i l l 

c o o k e r a n d a nea t , rec tangu la r 

sink w i t h dra iner . 

Like t h e CI K a m p e r , the A u t o -

Sleeper fea tu res a so l id -s ided 

e levat ing roo f a n d t h e l a y o u t , 

c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e l i gh t - co lou red 

c a b i n e t w o r k and in ter io r carpet 

t r i m , g ives a fee l ing o f space a n d 

w a r m t h . 

N e w in t h e 1983 m o d e l is a w a r ­

d r o b e / s t o r a g e un i t o n t h e nears ide 

over t h e eng ine d e c k , s tea l ing 

s o m e t h i n g f r o m t h e p rev ious 

generous ly w i d e b e d b u t a d d i n g 

great ly t o t h e c lo thes s torage 

space in t h e ' v a n . A t £8 ,724 w i t h 

2-l i tre eng ine t h e A u t o - S l e e p e r 

seems very c o m p e t i t i v e l y p r i c e d . 

A n o t h e r c o m p a n y w h i c h can be 

c o u n t e d o n t o p r o v i d e c o m ­

pet i t i ve ly pr iced V W m o t o r 

caravans is R i c h a r d H o l d s w o r t h . 

There w e r e f e w c h a n g e s in the i r 

V W m o d e l range th i s year (R ichard 

has c o n c e n t r a t e d h is i nnova t i ve 

energ ies o n t h e c o m p e t i n g 

R e n a u l t range) b u t t h e p o p u l a r 

VW Villa is n o w avai lable in b o t h 

e levat ing roo f a n d h i g h t o p ve r ­

s ions , a n d the s ing le seat ad jacen t 

t o t h e s ide d o o r is n o w revers ib le . 

I m m a c u l a t e , a l l - p l y w o o d f u r ­

n i tu re , l uxu r ious upho ls te ry a n d 

p rac t i ca l , w e l l - t r i m m e d layou ts 

character ise t h e Vi l la range w h i c h 

star ts f r o m a b o u t £8 ,250 . 

T h e Hi-Flyer, t h e on ly T r a n ­

spor te r c o n v e r s i o n t o p rov ide a 

to i le t c o m p a r t m e n t , c o m e s w i t h a 

f r idge as s tandard as we l l as a h o t 

w a t e r s y s t e m a n d w a r m air 

h e a t i n g . Natura l l y y o u ' l l w a n t t o 

c o m p l e m e n t t h a t spec i f i ca t ion w i t h 

a 2-l i tre eng ine p a c k a g e , so t h e 

pr ice t a g wi l l read £ 9 , 0 3 8 ! 

The f o u r t h exh ib i to r o f V W 

'vans at Earls Cour t th is year w a s 

T r a v e l w o r l d o f W o l v e r h a m p t o n , a 

c o m p a n y re lat ively n e w in m o t o r 

ca ravann ing b u t w i t h a l ively a p ­

p r o a c h . A n assoc ia te c o m p a n y are 

shareho lders in an A m e r i c a n RV 

( recreat ion veh ic le) m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

bus iness w h i c h p r o d u c e s t h e 

T r a v e l C r u i s e r m o t o r h o m e s ; 

a longs ide these A m e r i c a n ' vans t h e 

c o m p a n y also hand le C o a c h m a n , 

a n o t h e r U S m a r q u e . 

A t t h e o the r e n d o f the scale f r o m 

these A m e r i c a n g ian ts , T r a v e l w o r l d 

also o f fe r t h e f a m o u s Westfalia 

Continental in B r i ta in . S h o w n 

oeside t h e W e s t f a l i a at Earls C o u r t 

w a s a reborn D a n b u r y , t h e Diamond 

VW, n o w bui l t b y D i a m o n d R V , 

n e c o m p a n y o f J o h n B r igh t , 

' o m e r l y w i t h D a n b u r y a n d be fo re 

•-.a', w i t h M o t o r h o m e s 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

American-style space and specification with European quality and 

economy, the Miami on the Fiat Daily. 

Auto-Trail's Cheyenne on the Peugeot Pick-up. 

T h e W e s t f a l i a , r e i n t r o d u c e d ear ly 

last year and s h o w n at t h e 1982 

M o t o r Caravan Fair has several 

u n i q u e fea tu res o n w h i c h I repor ­

t e d in s o m e detai l in t h e A u g / S e p t 

1982 issue. 

I w a s p leased t o see a ve ry 

t h o r o u g h s t a n d a r d o f t r i m in th is 

latest m o d e l , in con t ras t t o t h a t 

w h i c h I c r i t i c ised in t h e earl ier 

s h o w ' v a n , a n d t h e w e l l e q u i p p e d 

W e s t f a l i a seems remarkab le va lue 

s ta r t i ng at £8 ,237 w i t h t h e 1.6 l i tre 

e n g i n e . 

T h e D i a m o n d , successor t o t h e 

m o d e l p r o d u c e d br ie f ly by D a n b u r y 

b e f o r e the i r d e m i s e , is o f c o n ­

ven t iona l l ayou t w i t h k i t chen a n d 

s to rage fac i l i t ies g r o u p e d in a uni t 

e x t e n d i n g t h e leng th o f t h e o f f ­

s ide . H o w e v e r , it has ' e x t r a ' fea tu res 

in i ts s tanda rd spec i f i ca t ion s u c h as 

sw ive l cab seats w i t h a s e c o n d tab le , 

f r i dge and eye- level g r i l l . 

Furn i tu re is a t t rac t i ve , w i t h a 

m o s a i c p a t t e r n e d lamina te o n 

d o o r s a n d w o r k t o p s a n d (an i m ­

p r o v e m e n t o v e r t h e or ig ina l D a n ­

b u r y ) the re is n o w so f t v iny l t r i m 

a d d i n g t h e f ina l t o u c h t o t h e c o n ­

vers ion a r o u n d w i n d o w s in t h e 

ca ravan area. T h e b igges t surpr ise 

w i t h th is ' v a n f r o m D i a m o n d RV, 

h o w e v e r , is t h e pr ice — at £8 ,452 

w i t h 1600 e n g i n e , it is over £500 

cheaper t h a n t h e last adver t ised 

D a n b u r y p r i c e ! 

S h o w i n g t h a t t h e T r a v e l w o r l d / 

D i a m o n d RV c o m b i n e really mean 

bus iness , t h e n e w par tne rsh ip 

a l ready have t h e p r o t o t y p e o f an 

u p - m a r k e t panel van convers ion o f 

t h e M e r c e d e s . M a k i n g m u c h use 

o f f ib reg lass m o u l d i n g s fo r the i n ­

te r io r , g i v ing c u r v e s ins tead o f c o r ­

ners and cons iderab le w e i g h t 

sav ings , t h e n e w Merc m o d e l , 

w i t h e y e - c a t c h i n g leather e f fec t 

f in ishes a n d s o f t , l uxu r ious fabr ics 

fo r t r i m a n d upho ls te ry looks l ike 

be ing a w i n n e r . 

There are all t h e fea tu res o n e 

expec ts in a luxury m o t o r caravan 

a n d t h e pr ice s h o w s w h y M e r ­

cedes is n o w w i n n i n g h a n d s d o w n 

over t h e V W LT in t h e l uxu ry ' van 

s takes . W i t h diesel p o w e r , t h e 

M e r c e d e s D i a m o n d cos ts £14 ,936 ; 

or fo r m o r e p e r f o r m a n c e bu t less 

e c o n o m y y o u can have t h e p e t r o l -

eng ined vers ion fo r £13 ,886 . 

No t l o n g ago t h e V o l k s w a g e n 

LT w a s en joy ing g rea t popu la r i t y 

in t h e m o t o r ca ravan w o r l d . Th is 

t i m e o n l y one exh ib i to r , A u t o -

S leepers , l isted an LT-based ' v a n , 

t h e VX10 a t £13 ,400 , b u t h a d n o 

e x a m p l e o n s h o w . 

M e r c e d e s , t h o u g h , are avai lable 

in p r o f u s i o n . On s h o w w e r e t h e 

P i o n e e r 1204 o n t h e 207D a t 

£14 ,236 , t h e A u t o - T r a i l C h e r o k e e 

o n t h e same base chassis at 

£13 ,535 , a n d t h e C o m p a s s Clipper 

SE at £ 1 5 , 0 9 9 . 

T h e Pioneer , as a l w a y s , is u n ­

beatab le o n spec i f i ca t ion w i t h 

sa fe ty glass d o u b l e g l a z i n g , th ree-

burner c o o k e r w i t h eye- level gril l 

a n d o v e n , f r i d g e , excel lent to i le t 

c o m p a r t m e n t a n d m u c h , m u c h 

m o r e . T h e C o m p a s s , t o o , is an ex­

cel lent ' van m u c h i m p r o v e d in 

detai l s ince i ts f i rst appearance = 

year a g o , a n d w i t h t h e e d g e o\i-

t h e Pioneer o n qua l i t y o f c a b i r e - -

w o r k . 

A n o t h e r n e w c o m e r t o t h e l u x _ -

m a r k e t is G T M o t o r i s e d o f H_ 

w i t h the i r Miami c o a c h b u i l t on ~-i 

F i a t Daily chass is . Th is ' van 

b o r r o w s m u c h f r o m A m e r i c a n 

des ign b u t o f f e r s superb Eurc;-e=r 
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quality and an excellent 
specification, with considerable in­
dividual choice; and even at 
£17,000 and upwards, the beauty 
exhibited on Bill Hayes' stand 
drew a stream of customers, 
chequebooks at the ready! 

For those with less spending 
power the Show still had plenty of 
new models to choose from. In 
the G T Florida range Bedford-
based coachbuilt start at just un­
der £10,000 and go on to just over 
£13,000. The smaller Orlando 
model is also offered on the 
Renault Trafic at £10,447. The 
Compass Drifter on Bedford has 
many of the merits of its bigger 
brothers at £10,272, while there is 
.an exciting new model from CI, 
the Excalibur on the new Talbot 
Express with 2-litre engine, 5-
speed gearbox and front-wheel 
drive. 

The Excalibur will be very much 
a family 'van with accommodation 
for up to six. There's a forward 
dinette, central kitchen and toilet 
cubicle and a second dinette at the 
rear. The Talbot chassis permits 
extra body length but enables 
height and width to be kept down, 
which is good for fuel con­
sumption. The price should be in 
the £11-12,000 range, very at­
tractive in view of the ac­
commodation and specification. 

Also in this price bracket is the 
Auto-Sleeper SV100 with its sleek, 
fibreglass body designed by 
William Towns. Winner of the 
'Motor Caravan of the Year' title in 
1981 and 1982, the SV100 is a 
standard setter in its class and 
continued to draw a stream of ad­
mirers at the Show. 

Moving back to the panel van 
class at under £10,000, the V W this 
year had to face competition from 
the fast rising Renault Trafic and 
from the brand new Talbot Ex­
press, an 'International' vehicle 
from the Peugeot/Citroen/Fiat 
stables, also sold in the UK as the 
Fiat Ducato. 

Both base vehicles offer in­
teresting permutations. The 
Renault comes in front-wheel drive 
form with a 1397cc petrol unit or a 
2069cc diesel; or as a rear-wheel 
drive model with 1647cc petrol 
engine. The Express/Ducato offers 
1796cc and 1971cc petrol engines 
or a 2498cc diesel, with power 
outputs of 68, 77 and 74 bhp 
respectively, and a 5-speed gear­
box is standard with the larger 
engines. All versions of this 
newcomer are fwd. 

Auto-Sleepers produce an 
elevating-roof version of the Trafic, 
an attractive conversion but no dif­
ferent in layout from their other 
models. With the smaller petrol 
engine the Auto-Sleeper Trafic is 
priced at £8,372. 

When it comes to innovation on 
the Trafic, however, Richard Hold-
sworth leads the way. His Renault 
Romance fitted with the Hold-

77ie Holdsworth Hi-Flyer VW 
hightop motor caravan, the only 
VW Transporter conversion to 
offer a toilet compartment. 

sworth 'Giant Riser' roof won the 
panel van class in the 1982 'Motor 
Caravan of the Year' contest. For 
1983 there are improvements in­
cluding rearrangements in the 'all-
round' rear kitchen (itself a leap 
forward in panel van kitchen 
layout), fitting of the famous Hold­
sworth aircraft-style seats, lighter 
materials for a greater sense of 
spaciousness, and neat fibreglass 
window surrounds. 

The elevating-roof, 1397cc 
Romance is now £8,593, while the 

hightop, 1397cc version is £8,998. 
Also shown at Earls Court was the 
top-of-the-range HTL (high top, 
long-wheelbase) with toilet com­
partment and water heater as stan­
dard, and greatly increased storage 
space. Price was £10,133, but that 
was with the smaller petrol engine 
which delivers only 47? bhp. 

Auto-Sleepers have been given 
Talbot approval as convenors of 
the Express. The standard Auto-
Sleeper layout is employed with 
forward dinette; however, the ex­
tra length of the Express makes 
room for a minute tqjlet cubicle in 
both the elevating-roof SL and the 
hightop CXIOOO, while there is 
also more cupboard space than in 
the equivalent conversions on Ford 
Transit or Bedford. 

Prices are £8,676 and £8,827, 
not much over those for the Auto-
Sleeper V W considering the extra 
space and performance of the 
Talbot conversions. 

For those seeking great ver­
satility in a motor caravan, the 
'Murvi ' (Multi-use Recreational 
Vehicle) is now also available on a 
Ducato. Fixed-roof conversions, 
the Murvis are based around the 
'Incredible Shrinking Kitchen' — a 
wall cabinet from which unfold 
sink, cooker, table and storage 
units — and a versatile sliding rear 
seat design. 

The ingeniously designed cabinet 
which houses the 'lifesupport' 
equipment in the Murvi, here seen 
in the new Fiat Ducato-based 
model. 

In the Fiat Ducato version of the 
Executive model the extra length 
makes space for a fridge and 
storage type water heater and the 
comprehensive specification also 
includes blown air heating. The 
price with 1971cc engine and 5-
speed gearbox is £9,985. 

Last but not least among the 
contenders pitted against the V W 
at Earls Court were two versions 
of the little Japanese M i t sub ish i 
Co l t L300. The compact chassis 
cab, with ample power from a 1.6 
litre ohc engine, permits a coach-
built body to be added while 
keeping overall length just under 
^ ^ , and width at about 6'4". Road 
dimensions are comparable with 
those of a V W Transporter. 

Two versions of the Colt were 
on show. Both offered four-berth 
accommodation, a rear dinette bed 
and a Luton bed, toilet cubicle and 
kitchen unit, and both had well in­
sulated bodies with double glazed 
windows. 

The comprehensively equipped 
Colt Pioneer (water heater, fridge, 
oven, three-burner cooker, shower 
fittings, waste tank etc) was priced 
at £9,996. The Colt Horizon, built 
by Foster and Day and sold by 
M a d i s o n ' s M o t o r Caravan Cen ­
tre of Preston, fitted with only the 
absolute necessities, is normally 
£1,000 cheaper. 

At the Show it was on offer for 
a remarkable £8,000 — a bargain 
not to be refused, for the D-l-Y 
enthusiast could use the fistfulls of 
notes saved to bring the Horizon 
up to his own personal 
specification requirements. 

A recent test of a Colt Pioneer 
showed me just what a handy little 
vehicle this is. It can out-perform a 
1600 V W and is virtually the equal 
of the 2-litre, yet it will return 
around 25 mpg in touring con­
ditions. This is just one of the con­
tenders which must be kept in 
view when new V W conversions 
are designed to complement the 
new water-cooled Transporters... 
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