
STAR TEST 

•HHHR 

AUTO SLEEPER 
VW HI-TC> 
A classy, award-winning four-berth whose future is likely 

to lie in the two-berth market. Check to see how our 
conclusions were drawn 

Voted Best Conversion at the 
1 9 8 5 M o t o r C a r a v a n F a i r , t h e 
A u t o - S l e e p e r V W H i - T o p i s a 
s t a n d a r d f o u r - b e r t h b e s t s u i t e d 
t o t w o a d u l t s a n d t w o c h i l d r e n . 
B e s t s u i t e d , t h a t i s , i n t e r m s o f 
s l e e p i n g a c c o m m o d a t i o n . A s 
f o r t h e f u n d a m e n t a l m a t t e r o f 
e a t i n g , t h e s t a n d a r d m o d e l 
r e a l l y o n l y s e r v e s t w o p e o p l e . 

T h i s p a r a d o x i s e x p l a i n e d b y 
t h e f i t t i n g o f a m a i n d o u b l e b e d 
a t t h e r e a r , a n d a s m a l l e r d o u b l e 
b e r t h i n t h e r o o f . T h e r e i s , h o w ­

e v e r , o n l y o n e t a b l e - n o t q u i t e 
b i g e n o u g h f o r t w o p e o p l e - o n 
t h e s t a n d a r d m o d e l . A s a n 
o p t i o n a m u c h s m a l l e r t a b l e i s 
o f f e r e d f o r l o c a t i n g b e t w e e n t h e 
c a b s e a t s , b u t i s o n l y s u i t a b l e 
f o r l i g h t r e f r e s h m e n t s d u r i n g 
r o a d s i d e s t o p s . A l l o f w h i c h 
m a k e s u s t h i n k t h a t m o s t 
o w n e r s o f t h i s m o d e l u s e i t a s a 
t w o - b e r t h . 

B a s e d o n t h e V W T r a n s p o r t e r 
d e l i v e r y v a n , t h e V H T , t o g i v e i t 
i t s f a c t o r y c o d e , i s u n c h a n g e d 

f o r 1 9 8 6 a n d i s o u t t o e n h a n c e 
A u t o - S l e e p e r s ' r e p u t a t i o n f o r 
g o o d w o r k m a n s h i p a n d g o o d 
t a s t e . T h e c o n v e r t e r s m u s t b e 
c a r e f u l , h o w e v e r , n o t t o r e s t o n 
t h e i r l a u r e l s , s i n c e t h e r e i s n o 
p r o p e r b o d y i n s u l a t i o n o n t h e 
V H T . I n s t e a d t h e y r e l y o n 
c a r p e t - t y p e l i n i n g o n t h e s i n g l e -
s k i n r o o f , a n d o n a i r s p a c e s i n 
t h e w a l l s a n d f l o o r . 

V W ' s c a b r o o f a n d c e n t r a l 
b o d y s t r e n g t h e n i n g b a r a r e r e ­
t a i n e d , a n d t h e c o n v e r t e r s a d d a 

s t y l i s h , w e l l - c o n t o u r e d r o o f t o 
w h i c h i s f i t t e d a s t a i n l e s s s t e e l 
r o o f r a c k a n d l a d d e r . T h e 
v i r t u e s o f t h e r o o f ' s a e r o ­
d y n a m i c p r o p e r t i e s a r e b o r n e 
o u t b y t h e c o n v e r s i o n ' s r o a d 
p e r f o r m a n c e . S t a b i l i t y w a s 
b e t t e r t h a n w e h a d e x p e c t e d , 
e v e n i n s t r o n g , g u s t i n g w i n d s . 
T h e r i d e c o m f o r t , h o w e v e r , i s 
v e r y m u c h o n t h e f i r m s i d e . 

Sunroof bonus 
T h e r e a r e t w o f i x e d s i d e w i n ­

d o w s a n d a c o n v e n t i o n a l r o o f -
l i g h t i n t h e r o o f , p l u s t h e c o n ­
s i d e r a b l e b o n u s o f a t i n t e d s u n ­
r o o f ( w i t h i t s o w n r o l l e r b l i n d ) 
j u s t b e h i n d t h e c a b . T h e s u n ­
r o o f ' s p r e s e n c e g o e s a l o n g w a y 
t o w a r d s a l l e v i a t i n g a n y i m p r e s ­
s i o n t h a t t h e r e a r e n o t e n o u g h 
o p e n i n g w i n d o w s . A p a r t f r o m 
t h e c a b d o o r w i n d o w s , t h e o n l y 
o t h e r o p e n e r s a r e t h e l o u v r e 
s e c t i o n s b e h i n d t h e k i t c h e n 
u n i t s . 

E x t e r i o r f i t t i n g s i n c l u d e 
s p o r t y , i m i t a t i o n a l l o y w h e e l 
t r i m s a n d a m a i n s i n l e t s o c k e t 
o n t h e o f f s i d e . T h e f i l l e r f o r t h e 
u n d e r f l o o r f r e s h w a t e r t a n k i s 
j u s t i n s i d e t h e n e a r s i d e c a b 
d o o r . 

O u r t e s t v a n w a s f i n i s h e d i n 
m a g n o l i a a n d c a r r i e d c o a c h -
s t r i p e s i n b r o w n a n d o r a n g e a t 
w a i s t h e i g h t a l o n g t h e s i d e s a n c 
t a i l g a t e , a n d a l o n g t h e s i d e 
e d g e s a n d a c r o s s t h e f r o n t o f 
t h e r o o f . 
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Swivelling cab passenger seat and 21 -piece crockery set are 
standard; the cab table is optional 

Tasteful decor and cabinetry was easy on our eyes, though the table 
top is not big enough for two people 

L a y o u t o f t h e e s s e n t i a l i t e m s 
i s f a i r l y c o n v e n t i o n a l f o r a 
T r a n s p o r t e r c o n v e r s i o n , b u t 
t h e r e i s c o n s i d e r a b l y m o r e c e n ­
t r a l f l o o r a r e a ( 5 6 x 4 6 1 / 2 i n ) t h a n 
i n s o m e . K i t c h e n u n i t s a r e 
r a n g e d a l o n g t h e o f f s i d e w a l l . 
T h e r e i s a f o r w a r d - f a c i n g s e t t e e 
s e a t i n f r o n t o f t h e r e a r e n g i n e 
c o m p a r t m e n t , a n d a w a r d r o b e 

i n t h e o f f s i d e r e a r c o r n e r . T h e 
o v e r - c a b a r e a i s a l l o c a t e d t o a 
h u g e , c a v e r n o u s s t o r a g e l o c k e r 
a n d a g l a s s - f r o n t e d l o c k e r f o r a 
2 1 - p i e c e c r o c k e r y s e t ( s u p p l i e d 
a s s t a n d a r d ) . T h e s e t t e e i s r e ­
a r r a n g e d t o m a t e u p w i t h a 
m a t t r e s s s e c t i o n o n t h e e n g i n e 
c o m p a r t m e n t d e c k t o f o r m t h e 
m a i n d o u b l e b e d . T h e r e a r e t w o 

p a r t s t o t h e r o o f b e d , w h i c h h a s 
m a x i m u m h e a d r o o m o f o n l y 
1 6 i n . T h e r e a r e 4 0 i n b e t w e e n 
t h e m a i n d o u b l e a n d t h e r o o f 
b e d ' s p l a t f o r m s . M a x i m u m 
h e a d r o o m i n t h e c e n t r a l a r e a i s 
a t o w e r i n g 6 f t 7 i n . 

A c c e s s t o t h e l i v i n g q u a r t e r s 
c a n b e f r o m t h e c a b o r t h r o u g h 
t h e n e a r s i d e s l i d i n g d o o r . 

M u c h r i b b e d , c a r p e t - t y p e 
m a t e r i a l i n b e i g e i s i n e v i d e n c e 
f o r l i n i n g t h e r o o f , a n d c l a d d i n g 
t h e u n d e r s i d e s o f t h e r o o f p l a t ­
f o r m s , t h e f r o n t s o f t h e o v e r - c a b 
l o c k e r s , t h e n e a r s i d e w a l l a n d 
t a i l g a t e p a n e l . C r e a m G R P 
m o u l d i n g s a r e f i x e d r o u n d t h e 
l o u v r e w i n d o w s a n d n e a r s i d e 
r e a r w i n d o w . 

A somewhat soft surface is provided by the three-piece mattress of 
're main double bed 

There's ample room for access from the cab to the kitchen, which 
retains stainless steel equipment 
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STAR TEST 

a 
Three gas isolator taps are plumbed in line, and there's a home for Kitchen storage is enhanced by this large chest which contains two 
two gas bottles and the standard loo sliding wire baskets 

Electrical fittings include a 12v water gauge 
and a mains socket 

Choice of decor appealed to 
our testers. Combined with the 
beige l i n ing are a t t rac t ive 
Dralon velour seat covers, in­
c luding those in the cab (with 
headrests), based on beige but 
wi th panels of diagonal stripes 
in various tones of brown. A 
hard-wearing, brown and beige 
carpet is extended into the cab. 
The curtains, in a tradit ional 
weave, are coloured dark brown 
f lecked wi th go ld thread; there 
is no l in ing on them, but then 
they are thick enough not to 
need it. 

Well-cut curtains 
All the curtains on the test van 

were cut to generous sizes, wi th 
the except ion of those for the 
two roof windows. Auto Sleep­
ers say they have taken steps to 
rectify this fault on all produc­
t ion vans. Those curtains round 
the cab and along the sides 
have press-studs for securing 
them closed, whi le the tailgate 
curtain uses a bot tom wire for 
retention. 

Sealed compartment below a cupboard 
contains optional blown-air heater 

Maximum headroom for the roof bed is a restrictive Win, but the 
berth is a cosy one for small children 

Underfloor 8gal waste tank is fitted with a 
drain tap for discharge 

The class of cabinet work is 
up to Auto-Sleepers' usual high 
standard. Furniture is clad in 
good-qual i ty, l ight woodgra in 
photoveneer, and worktops are 
in a sturdier, clear-coated lam­
inate wi th darker woodgra in 
effect. All but one of the cup­
board and locker doors are pan-
nel led. 

Ample overall l ight ing is pro­
vided by 16W f luorescent tubes. 

Good hinges 
It was good to see piano 

hinges used on the three kit­
chen w o r k t o p s , wh i ch are 
smooth edged. The tops cover 
the cooker, sink-drainer and a 
large storage chest wi th two 
sl iding wire baskets. The sink is 
fed by a single spout with 
micro-swi tch and piped to a 
rather noisy Evenflow 12v water 
pump. Water is stored in an 
underf loor 8gal tank, and the 
waste runs to another under­
f loor tank of the same capacity 
and which is fitted with a drain 
tap. Main switches for the pump 
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a n d f r i d g e , p l u s t h e w a t e r 
g a u g e , a r e c l o s e at h a n d o n a 
o a n e l a b o v e t h e k i t c h e n w i n ­
d o w s a n d n e x t t o a f o u r - f u s e 
b o x . 

O n o n e s i d e o f t h e s i n k is a 
F e l l o w s s t a i n l e s s s t e e l c o o k e r 
w i t h t w o b u r n e r s a n d g r i l l . B a c k 
a n d s i d e s p l a s h g u a r d s a r e p r o ­
v i d e d f o r t h e c o o k e r . T h e l a r g e 
c h e s t is l o c a t e d b e t w e e n t h e 
d r a i n e r a n d w a r d r o b e . A n E l e c -
t r o l u x 2 1 2 E e l e c t r o n i c f r i d g e 
h a s c u p b o a r d s o n e i t h e r s i d e . 
B e y o n d o n e o f t h e s e c u p b o a r d s 
o n t h e t e s t v a n w a s a b o x e d - i n 
s e c t i o n c o n t a i n i n g t h e o p t i o n a l 
H o t b o x b l o w n - a i r h e a t e r . K i t ­
c h e n s t o r a g e c a p a c i t y is v e r y 
h i g h , c o m p r i s i n g t h r e e c u p ­
b o a r d s a n d t h e c h e s t . B e l o w 
o n e o f t h e c u p b o a r d s is a c o r -
e c t l y v e n t e d c o m p a r t m e n t f o r 
t w o 6 l b C a m p i n g G a z c y l i n d e r s 
a n d a P o r t a P o t t i 3 5 t o i l e t , s u p ­
p l i e d as s t a n d a r d . 

T h o u g h t h e m a i n t a b l e , w h i c h 

s w i v e l s o n a c o l u m n l e g , s t a n d s 
at a r e a s o n a b l e h e i g h t o f 2 8 i n , 
w e f e e l t h a t t h e 29 x 1 9 i n t o p is 
j u s t n o t b i g e n o u g h f o r t w o 
a d u l t s . W h e n t h e t a b l e is i n u s e 
t h e r e is r o o m t o a c c o m m o d a t e 
a l a r g e r t o p , a n d w e s u s p e c t 
t h a t t h e r e a s o n f o r t h e c o n v e r ­
t e r s s t i c k i n g w i t h t h i s t o p is 
b e c a u s e i t s s t o r a g e s p o t , 
b e h i n d t h e d r i v e r ' s s e a t , w o u l d 
h a v e t o be r e l o c a t e d . A s m a l l e r 
(18 x I 8 i n ) t a b l e is a v a i l a b l e as 
a n o p t i o n t o b e d r o p p e d in 
b e t w e e n t h e c a b s e a t s ; it is 
s u p p l i e d as a p a c k a g e w i t h a 
d r i v e r ' s s w i v e l l i n g sea t . 

Softish mattress 
H a l f t h e s i m p l e t a s k o f m a k i n g 

u p t h e m a i n d o u b l e b e d h a s 
b e e n d o n e in a d v a n c e , s i n c e a 
l a r g e s e c t i o n o f m a t t r e s s c a n b e 
le f t in situ o n t o p o f t h e e n g i n e 
c o m p a r t m e n t . T h e s e t t e e b a s e 
l i d , s q u a b a n d b a c k r e s t a re 
p u l l e d f o r w a r d t o m e e t u p w i t h 

t h e o t h e r m a t t r e s s s e c t i o n ; t h e y 
a r e s u p p o r t e d by a l i p o n t h e 
f u r n i t u r e o n o n e s i d e , a n d by a 
h i n g e d s e c t i o n o f t h e b a s e o n 
t h e o t h e r . T h e 6 f t 5 i n x 3 f t 8 i n 
b e r t h o f f e r s a f a i r l y s o f t s u r f a c e . 
If t h e o c c u p a n t s w i s h t o s l e e p 
w i t h h e a d s at t h e r e a r ( m o s t 
l i k e l y b e c a u s e t h e t a i l g a t e l i n i n g 
a c t s as a h e a d b o a r d ) , t h e n t h e 
r e a r p a r c e l s h e l f m u s t b e s l i d 
o u t a n d f o u n d a r e s t i n g p l a c e . 

T h e I V i i n t h i c k m a t t r e s s o f 
t h e 5 f t 11 in x 4 f t Oin r o o f b e d is 
s u b s t a n t i a l e n o u g h f o r c h i l d r e n . 
T h e b e d p l a t f o r m s a r e in t w o 
s e c t i o n s , o n e o f w h i c h h a s t o b e 
s l i d f o r w a r d a n d r e s t e d o n w a l l 
l e d g e s . A t i m b e r l a d d e r f o r 
a c c e s s is p r o v i d e d ; w h e n n o t in 
u s e it c a n b e b o l t e d in p l a c e 
a c r o s s t h e f r o n t o f t h e b e d a r e a 
t o a c t as a s t o r a g e g u a r d r a i l . 

W h a t w i t h t h e r o o f b e d a r e a 
a n d t h e b i g o v e r - c a b l o c k e r , 
t h e r e is n o s h o r t a g e o f g e n e r a l 
s t o r a g e s p a c e . A n d t h a t ' s n o t 

f o r g e t t i n g t h e l o c k e - azizz-z 
t o t h e r o o f b e d ' s u n : e - 5 : e 
t h e d e c e n t - s i z e w a r c r c c e .-. - - a 
h a n g i n g h e i g h t o f 3 5 i n . 

L i k e m o s t c o n v e r s i o n s : - z~i 
V W T r a n s p o r t e r , t h e 
S l e e p e r u s e s t h e r e a r e~g ~e 
c o m p a r t m e n t d e c k as p s r t : -
t h e b a s e f o r t h e m a i n d o u b e 
b e d . T h i s is t h e o n l y s e n s i e 
u s e t h a t c a n be m a d e of 
c o m p a r t m e n t ' s c o v e r . 

S i n c e t h e w a t e r - c o o l e d b o x e ' 
e n g i n e w a s i n t r o d u c e d at t h e 
s a m e t i m e as t h e r e d e s i g - e c 
T r a n s p o r t e r t h r e e y e a r s a g o . : 
h a s p r o v e d a b i g s u c c e s s . T h e 
o p t i o n a l 7 8 b h p 1 .9- l i t re e n g i n e 
in t h e t e s t v a n p e r m i t s c o m f o r t ­
a b l e c r u i s i n g at 7 0 m p h . S t a n d ­
a r d e n g i n e f i t t e d is t h e 6 0 b h p 
v e r s i o n . I ts m a x i m u m t o r q u e o f 
1041b f t a t 2 6 0 0 r p m m e a n s t h e 
v a n is s u i t a b l e f o r t o u r i n g in a n y 
k i n d o f t e r r a i n l i k e l y t o be e n ­
c o u n t e r e d . E x p e c t a r o u n d 
2 4 - 2 6 m p g w h e n t o u r i n g . 

AUTO-SLEEPER VW HI-TOP 
£11,299 
Converter 
Auto-Sleepers Ltd, Orchard Works, Willer-
sey, nr Broadway, Hereford & Worcs WR12 
7PT 
S 0 3 8 6 8 5 3 3 3 8 

BODY 
T y p e : h i g h - t o p . 
B e r t h s : t w o a d u l t s , t w o c h i l d r e n . 
C o n s t r u c t i o n : V o l k s w a g e n T r a n s p o r t e r s t a n d a r d w a l l s , f l o o r 
a n d w i n d o w s ( e x c e p t k i t c h e n l o u v r e w i n d o w s ) . P l y w o o d i n n e r 
s k i n o n s o m e w a l l s ; c h i p b o a r d i n n e r f l o o r . A u t o - S l e e p e r s 
s i n g l e - s k i n , m o u l d e d G R P r o o f . T w o w i n d o w s a n d s u n r o o f in 
h i g h - t o p . 
I n s u l a t i o n : c a r p e t - t y p e m a t e r i a l r o o f l i n i n g ; a i r s p a c e b e t w e e n 
o u t e r w a l l s a n d p l y w o o d l i n i n g : a i r s p a c e b e t w e e n f l o o r l a y e r s . 
D o o r s : rea r t a i l g a t e ; s l i d i n g , n e a r s i d e . 
F i t t i n g s : s t a i n l e s s s t e e l r o o f r a c k a n d l a d d e r . 

INTERIOR 
T o i l e t r o o m : n o . 
G a s s y s t e m : i n - b o a r d c a p a c i t y f o r t w o 6 l b C a m p i n g G a z 
c y l i n d e r s ; i n - l i n e t a p s f o r c o o k e r , f r i d g e a n d s p a c e h e a t e r . 
E l e c t r i c a l s y s t e m s : m a i n s e l e c t r i c 1 6 a m p i n l e t s o c k e t , e a r t h 
l e a k a g e c i r c u i t b r e a k e r , o n e m a i n s i n t e r i o r s o c k e t ; v a n b a t t e r y , 
o n e 12v i n t e r i o r s o c k e t . 
L i g h t i n g : t w o 1 6 W s t r i p l i g h t s , o n e c o r n e r r e a d i n g l i g h t , t w o 
c o u r t e s y l i g h t s ( o n e in c a b , o n e i n s i d e s l i d i n g d o o r ) . 
S t a n d a r d e q u i p m e n t i n c l u d e s : E l e c t r o l u x 2 1 2 E e l e c t r o n i c 
f r i d g e ; F e l l o w s s t a i n l e s s s t e e l c o o k e r ; s t a i n l e s s s t e e l s i n k / 
d r a i n e r ; u n d e r f l o o r 8 g a l f r e s h w a s t e r t a n k ; u n d e r f l o o r 8 g a l 
w a s t e t a n k ; 12v E v e n f l o w w a t e r p u m p ; 12v w a t e r g a u g e ; 
w a r d r o b e ; c h e m i c a l t o i l e t ; 2 1 - p i e c e c r o c k e r y s e t . 
F a c t o r y - f i t t e d o p t i o n s : 1 .9- l i t re 7 8 b h p p e t r o l e n g i n e £ 2 6 4 ; 
a u t o m a t i c t r a n s m i s s i o n ( 7 8 b h p e n g i n e o n l y ) £ 5 9 1 . 6 8 ; f i v e - s p e e d 
g e a r b o x £ 2 2 0 . 9 7 ; 1 .6- l i t re d i e s e l e n g i n e £ 7 4 6 . 2 4 ; t u r b o c h a r g e d 
1 .6- l i t re £ 1 2 6 6 . 6 7 ; s w i v e l l i n g d r i v e r ' s s e a t a n d c a b t a b l e £ 1 0 8 . 6 7 ; 
H o t b o x t h e r m o s t a t i c a l l y c o n t r o l l e d b l o w n - a i r h e a t i n g £ 3 1 5 . 1 6 ; 
r e a r s e a t r e s t r a i n t s t r a p £ 4 5 . 8 9 . 

BASE VEHICLE 
M o d e l : V W T r a n s p o r t e r d e l i v e r y v a n . 
E n g i n e ( a s t e s t e d ) : 1 9 1 3 c c , 4 c y l i n - l i n e . M a x b h p 78 at 4 6 0 0 r p m . 
M a x t o r q u e 1041b. ft a t 2 6 0 0 r p m . 
T r a n s m i s s i o n : f o u r - s p e e d m a n u a l , r e a r - w h e e l d r i v e . 
S u s p e n s i o n : f r o n t i n d e p e n d e n t c o i l s p r i n g w i t h u p p e r a n d l o w e r 
w i s h b o n e s , a n t i - r o l l b a r , t e l e s c o p i c s h o c k a b s o r b e r s ; r e a r 

i n d e p e n d e n t t r a i l i n g a r m , c o i l s p r i n g s , t e l e s c o p i c s h o c k a b ­
s o r b e r s . 
T y r e s : 1 8 5 S R 1 4 C . 
S u p p l i e r : V A G ( U K ) L t d , Y e o m a n s D r i v e , B l a k e l a n d s , M i l t o n 
K e y n e s M K 1 4 5 A N . T e l : 0 9 0 8 6 7 9 1 2 1 . 
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— V " 
K e y : C S c a b s e a t , O T o p t i o n a l t a b l e , L o v e r - c a b l o c k e r s . K 
k i t c h e n , C H s t o r a g e c h e s t , W w a r d r o b e , M s e c t i o n o f d o u b l e b e d 
m a t t r e s s w i t h p a r c e l s h e l f , l o c k e r a n d d o u b l e b e d a b o v e , S D B 
s e t t e e s e a t / d o u b l e b e d , T t a b l e . 
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