
A RV50. Short wheelbase version of front wheel drive Renault Trafic is RV50. Steeply sloping front end aids fuel economy and performance at 
car-like in size, parkability and ease of driving. Spare wheel mounted on speed. Typical Auto-Sleepers' rising roof was quick and easy to erect, 
rear door is accessible and clean but length is increased marginally. V This demonstrator was fitted with an A & E roller blind awning. 
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1. Renault Traf ic 
" T h e R e n a u l t T r a f i c m ight have been bu i l t w i t h moto rca ravans in 
m i n d , " says Au to-S leeper s ' b r o c h u r e . H o w r ight! W i t h s loping 
f r o n t end fo r less d rag , side and rear doors for ve rsa t i l i t y and a 
low f l oo r fo r stepless e n t r y , it approaches the ideal base veh ic le 
for e c o n o m i c a l conve r s ion . 

" A p p r o a c h e s " — ce r t a in l y b u t , w i t h a l l its p lus po in t s , i t ' s n o t 
qu i te pe r fec t . I f Regie R e n a u l t had thought ser ious ly a b o u t 
leisure use , t h e y ' d have made the th ing a l i t t le w i d e r to t ake a 
6 f t t ransverse bed . T h e cu r ren t 5 f t 5 in m a x i m u m inter ior w i d t h 
is su f f i c i en t to a l low a spac ious in te r io r , p rov ided beds are p laced 
long i tud ina l l y . 

S u c h cons ide ra t ions d o n ' t bother A u t o - S l e e p e r s , w i t h the i r 
s tandard l a y o u t of f o u r face- forward seats w h i c h conve r t q u i c k l y 
and eas i ly to t w o beds (o r to a k ing-s ized doub le w i t h in f i l l 
Dushions) , so it 's fa i r to c l a im tha t the T r a f i c might have been 
bui l t w i t h Au to-S leepe r s in m i n d ; the pa i r have made a happy 
~a- r iage . 
O n the road 
A l l T r a f i c s I have d r i v e n up to n o w have been new mode ls w i t h 

' w o r k s ' mi leage o n l y o n the i r c l o c k s . Au to-S leepe r s ' demon
s t ra tor has been al l over the c o u n t r y and t o p p e d 2 2 0 0 0 dur ing 
o u r t r i a l . I t f e l t p rope r l y ' run- in ' . Bear ings had bedded down 
and p e r f o r m a n c e f r o m the 1 4 0 0 c c m o t o r w a s surpr i s ing ly l ive ly , 
c reeping eas i l y to 6 0 mph-p lus , o n level roads . A t th i s speed, 
noise in the cab was by no means int rus ive and conver sa t ion was 
st i l l possible w i t h o u t rais ing t h e v o i c e . A t low speeds, the motor 
was de l igh t fu l l y f l e x i b l e , w i t h no back lash f r o m the t ransmiss ion 
and l ight steer ing m a k i n g park ing in t ight spots ch i ld ' s play 
t h a n k s to good a l l - round v i s ib i l i t y . A recent m o d i f i c a t i o n by the 
conver te r s a l l ows the dr iver ' s seat to be pushed back a little 
f u r t h e r o n its runner s . M y abso lu te l y average male he ight founc 
the seat pos i t ion a b o u t r ight . A b n o r m a l l y large males s h o u l : 
perhaps insist upon a t r ia l run to ensure t h a t there 's enough le : 
r o o m . 

T h e new Auto-S leepe r s f r o n t seats w i t h rol led edges p r o v i d e : 
adequate s ideways loca t ion and y e t , w h e n f l a t tened to f o r r 
pa r t o f the b e d , f u l f i l l e d the i r dua l role a d m i r a b l y . R e a r sea: 
passengers said the r ide c o m f o r t was b e y o n d c r i t i c i s m , w i t -
exce l l en t loca t ion and c o m m a n d i n g a l l - round v i s ib i l i t y . 
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A V T 2 0 . A u t o - S l e e p e r s ' l o w - l i n e r i s i n g r o o f k e e p s o v e r a l l h e i g h t j u s t b e l o w 
7 f t . L i k e R e n a u l t , V W h a s s m a l l r o o f r a c k o v e r c a b a n d p r o m i n e n t s i d e 
s t r i p i n g b e a r i n g A - S m o t i f . B u t n o t e t h e V o l k s ' s s u p e r i o r w h e e l t r i m s . 

DOUBLE FEATURE 
BRIEF REPORTS O N THE 

YWTRANSPORTER 
V T 2 0 

C o n t r o l s o n t h e R e n a u l t w e r e a l l p l e a s a n t l y l i g h t a n d d r i v e 
a n d r i d e w e r e m o r e l i k e t h o s e o f a c a r t h a n a c o m m e r c i a l v a n . 
I t ' s e s s e n t i a l l y a r e l a x i n g v e h i c l e t o t r a v e l i n a n d I , f o r o n e , 
w o u l d b e p e r f e c t l y h a p p y w i t h t h e s m a l l 1 4 0 0 c c e n g i n e w h i c h , 
t h o u g h i t m a y n o t h a n g o n t o h i l l s as t e n a c i o u s l y as b i g g e r 
b r u t e s , p r o v i d e s a d e q u a t e m a i n r o a d p e r f o r m a n c e c o u p l e d w i t h 
t h e u n d o u b t e d b e n e f i t o f f u e l e c o n o m y . I f p u s h e d r e a l l y h a r d , 
c o n s u m p t i o n c a n i n c r e a s e t o a r o u n d 2 6 m p g b u t , w i t h a l i g h t e r 
r i g h t f o o t , r e a d e r s h a v e f o u n d t h a t 3 0 — 3 3 m p g is p o s s i b l e 
w i t h o u t d a w d l i n g . T h e h i n g e d s i d e d o o r a l l o w s t h e R e n a u l t t o 
d o u b l e as a f o u r s e a t e r c a r b u t r e a r s e a t p a s s e n g e r s m u s t w a i t f o r 
t h e d o o r t o b e o p e n e d f o r t h e m f r o m o u t s i d e — a s a f e t y f e a t u r e 
t o p r o t e c t c h i l d r e n , s a y A u t o - S l e e p e r s . 

T h e c a r a v a n 
T h e h e i g h t o f t h e f r o n t s e a t s ( o r t h e l o w n e s s o f t h e v a n ' s f l o o r ) 
m e a n s t h a t a f a l s e f l o o r m u s t b e b u i l t i n t o t h e c a r a v a n ' s s e a t i n g 
a r e a i f o c c u p a n t s a r e n o t t o f i n d t h e i r f e e t d a n g l i n g i n t h e a i r . 
T h e p e n a l t y is a 4 i n c h s t e p - u p w h e n w a l k i n g f r o m r e a r k i t c h e n 
t o d i n i n g a r e a . T h e b o n u s is a d d i t i o n a l s t o r a g e s p a c e f o r l a r g e 

V T 2 0 . T h e r i s i n g r o o f w a s e f f o r t l e s s t o r a i s e b u t u p p e r b e d h a d t o b e 
s h u n t e d t o a n d f r o w h e n f a s t e n i n g s i d e p a n e l s a n d i t w a s n e c e s s a r y t o 

V s t a n d o n s e a t t o r e a c h r e a r b o l t s . C e n t r e l o c k i n g d e s i r a b l e h e r e . 

f l a t o b j e c t s . I m o v e d a r o u n d t h e c a r a v a n a l o t d u r i n g p h o t o 
g r a p h y , d i d n o t f i n d t h e s t e p a n y k i n d o f a h a z a r d . 

T h e r e c a n b e t w o f a c e - f o r w a r d p a s s e n g e r s e a t s f o r t r a v e l o r 
t w o f a c e - i n w a r d s e t t e e s w h i c h a c c o m m o d a t e f o u r p e o p l e a t t h e 
c e n t r a l l y p o s i t i o n e d d i n i n g t a b l e . W i t h b o t h s e t t e e s i n p l a c e , t h e 
s i d e d o o r is o u t o f a c t i o n , b u t t h e r e a r e s t i l l a c c e s s i b l e d o o r s a t 
t h e r e a r o r i n t h e c a b ( a l l o p e n a b l e f r o m i n s i d e ) . W h e t h e r o r n o t 
t h e t a b l e is i n p o s i t i o n , f r o n t s e a t b a c k r e s t s m a y b e w o u n d 
d o w n t o p r o v i d e a c o u p l e o f l o n g c o u c h e s f o r d a y t i m e r e l a x a t i o n . 

T h e l o w e r f l o o r a t t h e r e a r g i v e s a r e s p e c t a b l e 3 2 i n c h e s o f 
w o r k i n g h e i g h t a t t h e k i t c h e n . T h a n k s t o a f a i r l y w i d e g a n g w a y , 
c o n t e n t s o f t h e c u p b o a r d s b e n e a t h w e r e e a s y t o r e a c h . T h e 
r e f r i g e r a t o r is p l a c e d w e l l a b o v e t h e f l o o r , m a k i n g c o n t e n t s v e r y 
a c c e s s i b l e a n d t h e r e is a u s e f u l c l o b b e r c u p b o a r d b e n e a t h , w h i c h 
is p a r t l y , l i k e t h e w a r d r o b e , o b s t r u c t e d b y t h e b i g w h e e l a r c h — 
i n e v i t a b l e p e n a l t y o f a l o w f l o o r l i n e . T h e r e f r i g e r a t o r , a n d t h e 
w a r d r o b e n e x t t o i t , h a s a f l a t t o p w h e r e y e t m o r e i m p e d i m e n t a 
c a n b e p l a c e d w h e n o n s i t e . 

T h e w a r d r o b e is b i g a n d i n c o r p o r a t e s a s h e l f u n i t w h i c h 
p r o v i d e s y e t m o r e c l o t h e s s t o r a g e s p a c e . B e l o w i t s t w i n d o o r s is 
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TRAFIC RV50 

R V 5 0 . I t ' s a n e a s y s t e p - u p f r o m g r o u n d t h r o u g h s i d e d o o r , w h i c h h i n g e s 
r i g h t b a c k o u t o f t h e w a y . R e m o v a b l e p l i n t h t o f a l s e f l o o r h i d e s u s e f u l 
e x t r a s t o r a g e a c c o m m o d a t i o n . 

R V 5 0 . F o u r f o r w a r d - f a c i n g s e a t s f o r t r a v e l l i n g . S e t t e e b a c k r e s t s o n s i d e 
w a l l s m a k e a r m - r e s t s , o f f s i d e o n e h i d e s t a b l e s t o w a g e . C a r p e t i s f l e c k e d 
a n d d o e s n ' t s h o w m a r k s . N o t e ' m o d e s t y s k i r t s ' o n b a c k s o f f r o n t s e a t s . 

R V 5 0 . F o r w a r d - f a c i n g p a s s e n g e r s e a t s f l a t t e n e d t o f o r m i n w a r d s - f a c i n g 
s e t t e e s . T a b l e i s i s l a n d l e g m o u n t e d i n c e n t r e g n a g w a y . C a b s e a t s c a n b e 
r e c l i n e d ( b u t n o t r e v e r s e d ) f o r e x t r a s e a t i n g . 

R V 5 0 . W e f o u n d t h e c u s h i o n s f o r t h e l o n g i t u d i n a l s i n g l e 
u p v e r y e v e n l y a n d t h e r e w e r e n o u n c o m f o r t a b l e b u l g e s , 
u p p e r b u n k s p r e s e r v e s a b i t o f h e a d r o o m a t r e a r e n d . 

b e d s m a t c h e d 
T a p e r i n g o f 

i , A* 

R V 5 0 . U s i n g b a c k r e s t s a n d e x t r a c u s h i o n s t o m a k e u p t h e 5 f t 5 i n w i d e 
k i n g s i z e b e d . F r o n t c e n t r e c u s h i o n s m a y a p p e a r t o s t i c k u p a b i t — b u t 
t h a t ' s w h e r e f e e t g o a n d i t ' s n o t u n c o m f o r t a b l e . 

R V 5 0 . S o m e o f t h e g e n e r o u s u n d e r - s e a t s t o r a g e w i t h l o c k e r l i d s l i f t e d 
t o s h o w i n t e r i o r . F r o n t l o c k e r h a s f a l s e f l o o r ( h e r e s t a n d i n g o n e d g e ) 
w h i c h p r o v i d e s a ' s e c r e t ' c o m p a r t m e n t . 

a s o l i d p a n e l o n w h i c h a b a l a n c e d f l u e gas h e a t e r c a n b e m o u n t e d 
as a n o p t i o n a l e x t r a . T h i s is v e n t e d t o t h e e x t e r i o r a n d s o is t h e 
r e f r i g e r a t o r , t h o u g h t h e l a t t e r h a s a i r c i r c u l a t i o n g r i l l e s a b o v e 
a n d b e l o w f r o m w h i c h a b i t o f h e a t e s c a p e s ( n o t f u m e s ) . S o m e 
o w n e r s h a v e f o u n d t h i s b o t h e r i n g i n h o t w e a t h e r a n d h a v e s a i d 
t h e y ' d p r e f e r t h o s e g r i l l e s t o b e o n a n o u t s i d e w a l l . ( A b o n u s i n 
c o o l e r w e a t h e r , h o w e v e r . S e e f o o t n o t e . ) 

T h e r o o f w a s s i m p l i c i t y i t s e l f t o r a i s e a n d l o w e r , g i v i n g a 
g e n e r o u s 6 f t 9 i n o f h e a d r o o m a b o v e t h e k i t c h e n ( 6 f t 4 i n o v e r 
t h e s i t t i n g a r e a ) , y e t f o l d i n g t o p r o v i d e o v e r a l l v e h i c l e h e i g h t o f 
j u s t 7 f t . T h e r e a r e t w o t a p e r e d s t r e t c h e r b u n k s i n t h e r o o f , 
c o n c e a l e d w h e n n o t i n u s e i n n e a t , l o n g l o c k e r s . T h e r e is n o 
v e n t i l a t o r as s u c h , i n t h e t o p o f t h e r o o f b u t t h e l o n g s i d e p a n e l s 
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c a n b e o p e n e d f r a c t i o n a l l y o r f u l l y t o p r o v i d e v e n t i l a t i o n , i f t h e 
t h r e e s l i d i n g s i d e w i n d o w s ( p l u s t w o i n t h e c a b w h i c h w i n d 
d o w n ) a r e f o u n d t o b e i n a d e q u a t e . 

2. V W T r a n s p o r t e r 
I t ' s n o t s o l o n g s i n c e I d r o v e a n d r e p o r t e d o n t h e n e w b r e e d o f 
w a t e r - c o o l e d V W w i t h p o w e r f u l 1 . 9 l i t r e 7 8 b h p r e a r e n g i n e . 
I t ' s s u p e r b , c a p a b l e o f c r u i s i n g q u i e t l y a t 8 0 m p h , p o s i t i v e l y 
p u r r i n g a l o n g a t B r i t a i n ' s l e g a l m a x i m u m o f 7 0 . D r i v e n h a r d , 
t a k i n g f u l l a d v a n t a g e o f i t s s p a r k l i n g p e r f o r m a n c e , f u e l c o n 
s u m p t i o n w i l l b e l i t t l e b e t t e r t h a n 2 1 m p g . W i t h m o r e c o n s i d e r 
a t e p r o g r e s s ( y e t s t i l l f a s t b y m o t o r c a r a v a n s t a n d a r d s ) 2 5 o r s o 
c a n r e a s o n a b l y b e e x p e c t e d . M o t o r i s t s i n s e a r c h o f e c o n o m y w i l l 
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T R A F I C R V 5 0 

R V 5 0 . W o r m ' s e y e v i e w t h r o u g h w i d e r e a r d o o r s . F l o o r i s 1 6 i n c h e s f r o m 
g r o u n d , s o n o e x t r a s t e p i s n e e d e d . O n l e f t , k i t c h e n c u p b o a r d s . O n r i g h t , 
w a r d r o b e ( o p t i o n a l h e a t e r a t b a s e ) a n d r e f r i g e r a t o r . 

R V 5 0 . A l l s y s t e m s g o i n t h e s p a c i o u s k i t c h e n , w i t h w o r k t o p s a t s e n s i b l e 
h e i g h t . P l e n t y o f s t o r a g e a c c o m m o d a t i o n b e n e a t h s i n k a n d c u t l e r y 
d r a w e r b e n e a t h c o o k e r . F i t t e d r e a l c r o c k e r y d o e s n ' t r a t t l e . 

R V 5 0 . O p p o s i t e k i t c h e n i s w a r d r o b e w i t h i n c o r p o r a t e d l i p p e d s h e l f u n i t 
a n d f l a t t o p , a l s o w i t h l i p . F o r w a r d o f t h a t i s ' f r i g a n d a n o t h e r f l a t t o p . 
A b o v e i s f u s e p a n e l , w a t e r l e v e l g a u g e a n d 1 2 v o l t s o c k e t . 

p r o b a b l y s e l e c t t h e 6 0 b h p v e r s i o n , w h e r e p e r f o r m a n c e f a l l s n o t 
f a r s h o r t o f l a s t y e a r ' s a i r - c o o l e d 2 l i t r e , w i t h r a t h e r b e t t e r f u e l 
c o n s u m p t i o n a n t i c i p a t e d . 

T h e V o l k s w a s a l w a y s a h e a d o f i t s c o m p e t i t o r s f o r e f f o r t l e s s 
l o n g d i s t a n c e m o t o r i n g . I t h a s m a n a g e d t o r e m a i n s o . I c a n n o t 
t h i n k o f a n y t h i n g t o t o u c h i t f o r t h e s h e e r j o y o f m o t o r c a r a v a n 
t r a v e l . M y w i f e , a s p a s s e n g e r a g r e e s . " I f o n l y w e c o u l d h a v e a 
V o l k s w i t h t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n o f a n o r d i n a r y v a n o r c o a c h -
b u i l t " s h e s a y s . 

A n d t h e r e ' s t h e r u b . T h e r e ' s n o d o u b t t h a t , f o r a m o t o r -
c a r a v a n , t h e e n g i n e i s b e s t p l a c e d u p f r o n t , d r i v i n g t h e f r o n t 
w h e e l s , l e a v i n g t h e r e a r e n d u n c l u t t e r e d a n d l e s s r e s t r i c t i v e o n 
l a y o u t . 

V W V T 2 0 

V T 2 0 . V i e w f r o m a b o v e o f U - s h a p e d r e a r s e a t w i t h i s l a n d l e g t a b l e i n 
p o s i t i o n . R i d e h e r e w a s m o s t c o m f o r t a b l e a c c o r d i n g t o m y r e s e a r c h e r , 
w i t h g o o d v i e w a n d p l e n t y o f l e g r o o m . 

V T 2 0 . R e a r b e d i s q u i c k a n d e a s y t o a r r a n g e a n d e x t e n d s , f o r m o s t o f i t s 
l e n g t h , t h e f u l l w i d t h o f t h e v e h i c l e . R o o f l o c k e r a b o v e e n d o f b e d h a s 
p i g e o n h o l e a c c e s s w i t h d o u b l e - f l u o l a m p i n c e n t r e . 

V T 2 0 . U p p e r b e d , 5 f t 2 i n c h e s l o n g , i s i n t w o s e c t i o n s , s t o r e d o n e a b o v e 
t h e o t h e r t o p r e s e r v e h e a d r o o m . S i n g l e - g l a z e d f i x e d s i d e w i n d o w s . 
V e n t i l a t i o n i s b y o p e n i n g o n e o f s i d e p a n e l s a l i t t l e o r a l o t . 

A u t o - S l e e p e r s h a v e c u n n i n g l y a d a p t e d w h a t c o u l d b e c a l l e d 
c o n v e n t i o n a l V W l a y o u t t o t h e i r o w n i d e a s , t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f 
t h e t w o r e s t r i c t i v e f e a t u r e s o f t h e b a s e v e h i c l e : a c e n t r a l r o o f 
b o w w h i c h m u s t n o t b e r e m o v e d a n d t h e h u m p o v e r t h e e n g i n e . 

T h e e n g i n e d e c k s u p p o r t s t h e u s u a l b e d b u t t h i s o n e , a t 4 f t 9 i n , 
i s w i d e r t h a n t h o s e f o u n d i n m o s t c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , a l t h o u g h i t 
n a r r o w s t o 4 f t 1 i n a t t h e r e a r w a r d e n d . A n i c e t o u c h i s t h e 
p r o v i s i o n o f a w i d e , r e m o v a b l e s h e l f w h i c h h i d e s l u g g a g e o r 
s h o p p i n g p l a c e d b e h i n d t h e b a c k s e a t . T h i s v e h i c l e h a s b e e n 
c a l l e d a n ' e s t a t e c a r a v a n ' b e c a u s e , i n t h e p r o v i s i o n o f t h i s s h e l f 
a n d ( w i t h c u s h i o n s r e m o v e d ) i t c a n b e a t a n y p r o d u c t i o n e s t a t e 
c a r i n t e r m s o f s h e e r c u b i c c a p a c i t y . 
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V W VT20 

V T 2 0 . S t o r a g e b e n e a t h r e a r s e a t s . N o t e c a r p e t l i n i n g t h r o u g h o u t . S q u a r e 
l o c k e r o n r i g h t o f p h o t o g r a p h w i l l h o l d s m a l l c h e m i c a l c l o s e t o r w a l l s w i l l 
c o n c e r t i n a a w a y f o r e x t r a f l o o r s p a c e . 

V T 2 0 . T h e o f f s i d e w i n g o f t h e U - s e t t e e h i d e s t h e v e n t i l a t e d g a s s t o r a g e 
l o c k e r , w i t h r o o m f o r a s p a r e C a m p i n g G a z b o t t l e o r m o r e c l o b b e r . 
C l o s e - u p o f u p h o l s t e r y s h o w s q u a l i t y o f t h e j o b . 

V T 2 0 . K i t c h e n , b e h i n d d r i v e r ' s s e a t . C o o k e r h a s s p l a s h g u a r d s o n t h r e e 
s i d e s , w i t h b i g c u p b o a r d b e n e a t h . R o o m u n d e r s i n k f o r w a s h i n g - u p m o p s 
e t c . N o t i c e s i n k l i d o v e r b a c k o f c a b s e a t . 

T h e c a r a v a n 
W h i l s t t h a t i n t r u s i v e r o o f b o w h a s , p e r f o r c e , b e e n l e f t i n p l a c e , 
t h e v a n ' s r o o f h a s b e e n c u t a w a y f o r e a n d a f t o f i t a n d t h e b o w 
i t s e l f s u p p o r t s t h e b a s e o f a m o v a b l e ( a n d r e m o v a b l e ) b e d f o r 
c h i l d r e n . ( T h e o n l y s o l i d - b a s e d r o o f b e d i n a n y A u t o - S l e e p e r s 
r i s i n g r o o f m o d e l . ) 

R a i s i n g t h e p a r a l l e l o g r a m m i n g r o o f i s a s s i m p l e a s o n a l l t h e 
o t h e r A u t o - S l e e p e r s b u t l o c k i n g t h e s i d e p a n e l s i n t o p o s i t i o n 
t a k e s a l i t t l e l o n g e r , f o r t h e b e d b a s e m u s t b e s l i d f o r w a r d s t o 
r e a c h t h e r e a r c a t c h e s , b a c k a g a i n f o r h e a d r o o m o v e r t h e k i t c h e n 
a r e a . C o u p l e s w i t h o u t c h i l d r e n m i g h t d e c i d e t o l e a v e t h e u p p e r 
b e d a t h o m e . R o o f v e n t i l a t i o n i s t h e s a m e as o n o t h e r m o d e l s 
f r o m t h e s t a b l e : h i n g e d s i d e p a n e l s w h i c h m a y b e o p e n e d 
f r a c t i o n a l l y o r c o m p l e t e l y ( b u t , f o r s t a b i l i t y , b o t h s h o u l d n o t b e 

V T 2 0 . A b o v e k i t c h e n u n i t i s f l y s c r e e n e d l o u v r e d w i n d o w ; a b o v e t h a t 
n e w c o n t r o l p a n e l i n c o r p o r a t i n g f u s e s , 1 2 v o l t s o c k e t , w a t e r l e v e l g a u g e 
a n d m a s t e r s w i t c h e s f o r i n t e r i o r l i g h t s a n d w a t e r p u m p . 

V T 2 0 . J u s t i n s i d e t h e s i d e d o o r w a y i s t h i s s h e l v e d c u p b o a r d . A g a s 
h e a t e r , f l u e d t h r o u g h t h e f l o o r , c a n b e f i t t e d h e r e , w h e n s t o r a g e s p a c e 
w i l l b e l o s t . P e r h a p s a c o m p a c t , b l o w n - a i r h e a t e r s h o u l d b e o f f e r e d . 

V T 2 0 . R e a r l e f t c o r n e r s h o w i n g w a r d r o b e b i g e n o u g h f o r j a c k e t s , f l u o r 
e s c e n t l a m p a n d p i g e o n h o l e s a b o v e r e a r s e a t — a n d t i g h t f i t o f d r a w n 
c u r t a i n s . R a d i o s p e a k e r i s n o n - s t a n d a r d . 

f u l l y o p e n e d a t t h e s a m e t i m e ) . 
I t ' s b e l o w w h e r e t h e d i f f e r e n c e s s h o w . T h e k i t c h e n is c o n f i n e d 

t o t h e f r o n t h a l f o f t h e v a n , w i t h a s t o r a g e c u p b o a r d b e h i n d t h e 
c a b p a s s e n g e r s e a t , w h i c h a l l o w s t h e w i d e r - t h a n - u s u a l b e d o v e r 
t h e e n g i n e . T h e r e a r b e n c h s e a t i s , u n u s u a l l y , U - s h a p e d , p r o v i d i n g 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n a t a r a t h e r s m a l l t a b l e f o r f o u r d i n e r s ( t w o - p l u s -
t w o , a n y w a y ) . T h i s h a s t h e e f f e c t o f l e a v i n g t h e c o o k a c l e a r 
w o r k i n g a r e a , w i t h u n o b s t r u c t e d a c c e s s t o c u p b o a r d s a n d 
r e f r i g e r a t o r . T h e s i n k ' s h i n g e d l i d o p e n s t h r o u g h 1 8 0 d e g r e e s , 
o v e r t h e c a b s e a t , t o p r o v i d e e x t r a w o r k i n g s p a c e . 

A s i n a l l o f f i c i a l l y a p p r o v e d V W c o n v e r s i o n s , f r o n t s e a t s 
r e m a i n i n t a c t a n d d o n o t f o r m p a r t o f a n y b e d s — a r e a s s u r i n g 
a s p e c t f o r n e r v o u s w i l d c a m p e r s . 
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T h e ' b o o t ' a t t h e r e a r e n d . S h e l f h i d e s s h o p p i n g f r o m t h e i n q u i s i t i v e . 
S h e l f a n d c u s h i o n c a n b e q u i c k l y r e m o v e d f o r a c c e s s t o e n g i n e b e l o w . 
O i l a n d w a t e r p o i n t s a r e b e h i n d n u m b e r p l a t e . 

V W V T 2 0 

C a b i s n e a t a n d u n c l u t t e r e d w i t h e a s i l y r e a d i n s t r u m e n t s , p o w e r f u l h e a t e r 
w i t h 3 - s p e e d f a n a n d c o n t r o l l a b l e f r e s h a i r v e n t i l a t i o n . M a p s s l i d e o f f t h a t 
s l o p i n g f a s c i a s h e l f ; i t n e e d s a l i p . 

Which one? 
Both models, as one has learned to expect f rom Auto-Sleepers, 
were beautifully constructed and finished, w i th thoughtful 
touches like full curtaining, held taut when drawn, by press studs. 
Both have ful l approval f rom the vehicle makers. Both have 
large water tanks and water level gauges, though only the 
Renault had the standard set of f i t ted crockery. 

The final choice wil l be a very personal matter and the 
remarks that fol low are subjective. 

Whilst the Renault is pleasant to drive, the Volks is superb, 
and we preferred its cab seats, which don' t have to double as 
beds. When carrying passengers, we'd rather have them placed, 
car-like, just behind the f ront seats, as in the Renault. VW retains 
its noisy sliding door. Renault's is hinged and easier to close 
quietly — but cannot be opened from the inside. Renault 
provides twin single beds but VW's double is very quickly made 
up wi th the minimum of cushion-shuffling. In spite of the hard 

hase (about one inch of foam), I'd think children would be 
happier in the VW's solid roof bed — and certainly less likely to 
roll out. There's room for a small chemical closet in one of 
VW's under-seat lockers but Auto-Sleepers' approach is that It's 
better to have the thing free-standing, disguised as a stool. 
They' l l provide the cover in matching upholstery for either 
model. 

Certainly, if in the habit of rushing along autoroutes to the 
south of France or north of England, I'd choose the 78 bhp 
Volks, for I suspect that the 1400 Trafic might run out of steam 
on some of the long gradients, especially if laden w i th camping 
gear, when its power/weight ratio would be affected more 
adversely than that of the bigger and heavier VW. 

So, I'm still cogitating the final — and entirely academic — 
choice. Perhaps price wi l l be the decisive factor. A difference of 
£1000 is not to be lightly ignored — even in theory. 

Renault Trafic Auto-Sleeper RV50 
Dimensions 
Overall length 14ft 7in (4.44m); Overall w id th 6 f t Oin (1.83m) 
Width including mirrors 6f t 9 1/ 2 in (2.07m); Overall height 
7f t Oin (2.13m) 
Interior height, rear 6f t 9% in (2075mm); Interior height, f ront 
6f t 4% in (1945 mm) 
Single beds 6ft 8in x 2f t Oin (2030 x 610 mm); Double bed 
6f t 8in x 5 f t 5in (2030 x 1650 mm) 
Tapered roof bunks 6f t 6in x 1ft 10in/1ft 6in (1980 x 560/ 
455 mm) 
Table 3f t Oin x 1ft 6in (915 x 455 mm) 
Mid underfloor locker 2 f t 1 in x 1ft 6in x 4in (635 x 455 x 
100 mm) 
Side underfloor locker 2ft lOin x 1ft 3in x 4in (865 x 380 x 
100 mm) 

Price: £8483 on Trafic T800. 

Optional extras: Flyscreens £36, Rear annexe tent £193, 
Heater, £235, Double bed conversion £36, T100D with 2 litre 
diesel engine £1154. 

RV50: I liked 
Car-like motoring for four 
Fuel economy 
Light controls 
Hinged side door 
Excellent interior headroom 
Ample working spaces 

Three opening,windows 
Single beds opt ion 
RV50: I would have liked 
Catch on inside of side door 
Restraint belts for rear 
passengers 
Reversible front seats 

Volkswagen Transporter Auto-Sleeper VT20 
Dimensions 
Overall length 15ft Oin (4.57m) 
Overall width 6 f t 1 in (1.84m) 
Width including mirrors 6f t lOin (2.08m) 
Overall height 6 f t 11 in (2.11m) 
Main bed 6f t 4in x 4 f t 9 in/4f t 1 in (1930 x 1450/1245 mm) 
Upper bed 5 f t 2 i n x 3 f t 11 in (1575 x 1194 mm) 
Table 2f t 3in x 1ft 6in (685 x 455 mm) 

Price: £9239 wi th 60 bhp engine. 

Optional extras: 78 bhp engine (as tested) £233, 1.6 litre diesel 
engine £642, Heater £235, Auto transmission £506, 5 speed 
gearbox on 78 bhp only £200. 

VT20: I liked 
Sparkling performance 
Figure-hugging cab seats 
Wide, comfortable bed 
Children's solid bed 
Kitchen unobstructed by 
furniture 
Flyscreened louvred window 
New systems control monitor 
Rear luggage 'boot ' 

VT20: I disliked 
Noisy sliding door 
Obtrusive roof bow 

VT20 : I would have liked 
Centre locking for roof side 
panels 
Space-saving heater option 
Restraint belts for rear 
passengers 
Swivelling f ront seats 
Lip on fascia shelf 

Footnote: We asked Auto-Sleepers why their refrigerators were 
vented internally, were told, "We cannot find an external 
ventilator guaranteed to exclude water and airborne pollution. 
Present models are particularly susceptible to car washing hoses' 

I appreciate their point of view, having seen a burner unit 
rusted from just such a cause. There would seem to be a need 
for a ventilator which allows free air flow yet excludes 
pollution. Editor d 
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